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Study Series

Acts of the Apostles

hen you hear the word Christianity what comes to your mind? Perhaps

you think of a news broadcast where a man with a long gray beard
dressed in a flowing robe is making a press conference about securing
property rights in Turkey. Maybe the huge silver cross hanging from his neck
or his tall, official headgear comes to mind. Or maybe you saw a movie that
had a priest dressed in black with a special white collar and he was hearing
the confessions and forgiving the sins of a church member. Some people's
thoughts go back in history to the murder and plunder of the Crusades. Many
people think of more recent times when predominantly Christian nations
invaded other countries or exploited their human and natural resources,
extending their imperialism around the world. Sometimes pork-eating
tourists from “Christian” countries come to Turkey and drink and smoke and
~ are arrested for disorderly conduct.

Indeed all those things can be associated with
the word "Christianity" because of past events
4 and modern history. But what did the term
"Christianity" mean in the beginning? After
Jesus rose from the dead and went to heaven,
what happened to His early followers? What
did they do? Where did they go? How did the
series of books that we call the New Testament
"8 come into being? Let's begin looking for the
W% answers to some of these questions in the
Bible.
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Q1. Where were the followers of Jesus first called Christians?
Read Acts 11:25, 26.

A.

If you are reading the "Kutsal Kitap" translation of the Scriptures, you
see that the disciples of Christ were called "Mesihgiler." That is what
the original Greek word means. Transliterated from the Greek, the word
is spelled "Christianous" and is where the word "Christian" comes
from. Notice that the disciples of Jesus were first called Christians in
Antakya, Turkey! As we continue to study we will see that many of the
events in the New Testament happened right here in our country.

In the beginning of Christianity a Christian was someone who followed
Jesus. They probably got the name because they were always talking
about Jesus. There were no crusades or imperialism among the first
Christians. Jesus never commanded His disciples to go to war. He
said that we should not seek to retaliate but to “turn the other cheek.”
Jesus said that His kingdom was not of this world and His disciples
should not fight for it using force. ? Jesus did not look for a political
solution to the world's problems. He knew that the problem was the
sinfulness of the human heart and that the solution must begin there.
Human laws and systems and violence can never change a selfish heart.
They can only force an outward obedience to a prescribed set of rules.
Christianity began with Jesus and His teaching about the kingdom of
God. His kingdom is a spiritual kingdom where the principles of love
to God and love to man reign in the heart.

1 See Matthew 5:39.
2 See John 18:36.
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Mehmet sat with his long lanky frame curled over the Bible on the
desk in front of him. Although he had been retired from teaching
history for a few years now, his love for learning and teaching had
not died. He occasionally looked out over the top of his clear-framed
reading glasses sitting prominently on the tip of his nose. He looked
off into the distance as he contemplated the import of what he was
reading. He tucked his thumb under his chin and worked the hairs
of his whitening mustache back and forth with his finger.

He remembered the previous evening when he had gone to Fatma's
house and they were studying the book of Acts together. Mehmet
was particularly focused on the actions of Peter. Before Jesus was
crucified, Peter had been so intimidated by the scorn of the maid of
the high priest that he had denied Jesus. But in the book of Acts he
was speaking boldly to the high priest declaring that salvation was
only in Jesus Christ. What had made this great change in Peter?
How did he go from being ashamed of Jesus to declaring him openly
even at the risk of death?

Mehmet peered through his glasses once again and read the
following text: "And when they had prayed, the place where they
were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness." > The
difference seemed to be the Holy Spirit. When the Holy Spirit was in
the disciples they had new courage in their lives. Mehmet wanted to
learn more about the disciples and the working of the Holy Spirit so
he began to search the Bible. (To be Continued)

Q2. During Jesus' ministry what authority did He give to His
disciples? Read Mark 6:7-13.

A.

3 See Acts 4:31.



@ Q3. What task did Jesus give to His disciples? Read Matthew
28:19-20.

A.

Q4. After Jesus' resurrection what special gift did He give to the
disciples? Read John 20:21-22.

A.

@ Q5. What further instruction did Jesus give to His disciples? Read
Acts 1:8.

A.

Since Jesus had given the power of the Holy Spirit to His disciples
previously in John 20:21-22, we understand that the Holy Spirit
was to come upon the disciples again with even greater power. You
remember that the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples on
the day of Pentecost. They preached the wonderful works of God in
many languages as the Holy Spirit directed. Thousands were baptized
and added to the number of believers in Jesus. Do you remember when
the languages were confused at the tower of Babel? The nations were
scattered because of the sinfulness of man. Then Abraham was called
to be a blessing to all nations. In his lineage the Messiah Jesus came
as the Savior of the world. The news of this salvation at Pentecost was
then being spread to the whole world in their own languages. It was a
reversal of the Babel scattering! God was gathering people to Himself
as the Holy Spirit changed people's lives.

Q6. What events prompted the followers of Jesus to scatter
throughout Judaea and Samaria preaching the word of God? Read
Acts 7:51-8:4.

A.

The first followers of Jesus were persecuted heavily. One of them,



Stephen, was full of the Holy Spirit. He was stoned to death as he
preached Jesus to the Sanhedrin which was the high legal court of the
Jews. The stoning of Stephen marks the end of the probation period of
490 years for the Jews. The prophecy of Daniel 9:24 said: "Seventy
weeks [one day = one year, Ezekiel 4:6] are determined for your
people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an
end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most
Holy." But instead of repenting, the Jewish people rejected and killed
the Messiah. So now God would select a new group of people to carry
the news of salvation to the world. Can you think who that might be?
That is right, it was the followers of Jesus. Jesus said, "Therefore say I
unto you, the kingdom of God shall be taken from you [Jewish people],
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof." *

As Jesus predicted in Acts 1:8, the disciples would preach throughout
Judaea and Samaria. But what about Jesus' prediction that they would
preach to the ends of the earth? How would that be fulfilled?

Q7. What surprising choice did God make in choosing an apostle
to the non-Jewish people of the world? Read Acts 9:1-22.

A.

God picked the greatest enemy of the church to be His apostle to the
Gentiles! By revealing the truth to him, Saul became a believer in Jesus
as the Messiah and Lord. His name would be changed to Paul and he
would become the greatest communicator of truth of the early church.
His travels would take him throughout Turkey and the Mediterranean
planting congregations of believers wherever he went. There were no
church buildings in those days; people met in homes to worship. But
as the scriptures say, the Holy Spirit was powerful in building up the
body of believers.

4 See Matthew 21:43.



In the passage in Acts 9 we read that Saul, later named Paul, would
suffer greatly for his work. He would be stoned, whipped, beaten,
thrown in jail and shipwrecked. As he traveled so much, he would often
write letters to congregations, sometimes even from prison, giving
hope, instruction and encouragement to believers who were suffering
persecution.

Q8. What did the apostle Peter say regarding the letters of Paul?
Read 2 Peter 3:15, 16.

A.

Peter understood that Paul was writing by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit and referred to Paul's letters as 'Scripture.' Many of the 'books' or
'booklets' of the New Testament are Paul's letters. Paul's letters include:
Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon,
and most likely Hebrews.

Whatkind of issues were dealt with in these letters? The letters instructed
believers about correct doctrine as different people arose introducing
false ideas. Paul gave examples of the application of biblical principles
to everyday life. He told what behaviors conform to the Christian life
and which ones are unacceptable. There were answers to questions
about the organization and administration of the body of believers. In
some of the letters there was instruction given about future events such
as the rise of the great apostasy and the second coming of Christ.

Other inspired prophets of the New Testament include James, Peter
and Jude and of course the four gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John. The gospel writer Luke also wrote the book "Acts of the
Apostles" where we see the spread of the early followers of Jesus. The
apostle John, who was one of the original 12 disciples, wrote the gospel
of John, 1, 2 and 3 John and the last book of the Bible, Revelation.
These men wrote under the inspiration of the Spirit of God. These
inspired writings are part of the New Testament canon.



Q9. What did Paul say about the spread of the gospel in his
lifetime? Read Colossians 1:21-23.

A.

Paul indicated that the message went to the whole world. Historians
have found records that the apostle Thomas went as far as India with
the message of a crucified and risen Savior.

@ Q10. What qualities characterized the early believers? Read Acts
13:52.

A.

The early believers were filled with the Holy Spirit and joy in spite of
suffering for Jesus' sake.
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Mehmet's mind was racing. ""The book Acts of the Apostles should
really be titled Acts of the Holy Spirit" he thought. "It was the Holy
Spirit doing these things. It was the Holy Spirit in the believers that
was changing their lives. The life changer is the Holy Spirit, the
Spirit of Christ in the believer."

Mehmet was so happy and absorbed in the feelings that came over
him that he didn't notice his wife Aycan as she came into the room.
He looked up from his Bible smiling. He wasn't prepared for the
scowl on his wife's face. With contemptuous words as cold as ice she
said,

""So are you becoming a Christian now?"
""No, but even if I was, what is that to you?" snapped Mehmet.

Aycan turned and walked out of the room, slamming the door behind



her. Mehmet suddenly felt like his stomach was a ball of acid.
Along with that, it was as if someone had reached into his chest
and was squeezing his heart with two hands. He just hurt inside.

"What just happened?'" he thought to himself. ""There was such joy in
my heart and in one moment it all turned to anger and aggressiveness.
And didn't I just lie? Am I not really becoming a Christian? Certainly
I am not becoming a Christian as Aycan understands Christianity.
She doesn't know the real meaning of the word "Christian.” In
that sense, I didn't lie. All she has seen is the bad stuff throughout
history and on television. And with my angry response, I didn't really
give her something better to consider. I didn't give her the love she
deserves. She hasn't read all these things. But I should know better. 1
didn't 'turn the other cheek' as Jesus taught." Mehmet’s hands were
trembling and he couldn’t remain in his chair. He began to pace back
and forth as he wrestled with his conscience.

"I feel like I denied my Lord just like Peter, like I betrayed everything

I've read. Why didn't I just tell her about all the things that I was
studying? I should have shared with her the happiness I feel. Am 1
scared? What is she going to do to me? She can't physically beat me
up!" With that thought Mehmet chuckled to himself in a vain effort
to cheer himself up. He continued his self-examination, ""But I want
so much for her to accept the things I'm learning. Maybe I am afraid
of scorn like Peter. What is the solution?"

“When I started studying I didn't know what I was getting into. 1
didn't know it would lead to this. If I had, I would have invited her
to study with me. But it's too late for that now. I can't tell her all
that I know in one conversation. It would take months. I just blew
my biggest opportunity! What can I do?” Mehmet looked out the
window for what felt like hours. “I need to make a new start. In the
Scriptures Jesus promises me a new start. He will forgive my sins, He
will make up for my errors, and I can begin again. He forgave Peter;
He will forgive me. One part of me wants to go in there and apologize



to Aycan and one part of me doesn't. It was really rude what she did.
Idon'tdeserve it. I'm a good husband. I provided for our family. Why
was she so angry? What did I do to her?"

Mehmet turned from the window and looked at the books he had
on his shelf. “Simple human psychology is all it is. She obviously
feels threatened and attacked. But is she attacking me really or is she
attacking the Christianity that she has seen practiced in the world?
The latter probably. I want forgiveness from Jesus; why do I hesitate
to forgive her? Why is this so difficult? Didn't Jesus say that a man's
enemies will be the members of his own family? Didn't He say that
there would be resistance to the truth? Aycan's reaction is normal 1
suppose. She can't possibly understand these things right now. I need
to give her time. And I need to live my faith in front of her. I need to
be different.”

Mehmet ran his hands through his hair. They were still shaking.
"What if I just went in there and boldly declared that I am a follower
of Jesus? The apostle Paul was bold. Peter was bold. The other
disciples were bold. Should I announce it from the house-top? What
would happen to me? They might kill me that's what! Is this case
like what Jesus said, 'Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves'?
On the other hand it is one thing to not openly announce my faith to
a crowd of potentially dangerous people and it is another thing if 1
can't even say it to my wife. Would I be denying Jesus if I don't tell
everyone openly but just try to live like He lived in front of them?
After all, the situation is a little different from when Paul and Peter
were preaching. Christianity did not have a bad name then. It didn't
have 2000 years of bloodshed and politics to go with it. I'm confused.
I don't know what to do. I need something outside of myself. I need
the Holy Spirit.” Suddenly the nervous excitement left Mehmet and
he felt like he had run 10 kilometers. No strength remained in his
legs.

Mehmet knelt down to pray. “God, I don't know what exactly I should



do. I feel so bad. And yet I believe the Bible is true and that Jesus is
the Savior of the world. But I need help. Give me the Holy Spirit. Tell
me what to do! In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen." Suddenly a strong
feeling came over Mehmet. He rose slowly from off his knees to go
into the next room to apologize for snapping at Aycan.

Jesus said that whosoever would deny Him as Christ, him He would
also deny before the Father.” That is a serious thought. He also said we
should be wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove.® We saw in the
gospels where some people were afraid to declare Christ openly at first,
but later became open followers of Jesus.

QI1. If someone should ask Mehmet if he were a Christian, what
should he say? Why?

a) No, I am not a Christian. (I am denying Christ.)

b) No, I am not a Christian. (The word "Christian" as you know it
is not what I am.)

¢) No, I am not a Christian, because the word "Christian" now
has a different meaning than it did originally. I am a follower
of Jesus.

d) Yes, [ am a Christian.

e) I am a follower of Jesus.
f) I am Christ's follower.
g) Other.

Readers should make a call to commitment through prayer.
Further reading:

Read through the Introduction sections of the various books of the New
Testament. Note who wrote them, when and why.

5 See Matthew 10:33.
6 See Matthew 10:16.



EN ZENGIN MAGARA ADAMI

Milyoner bir baba ile gosteri diinyasinda galisan bir
annenin ogullart olan gen¢ Doug Batchelor, paranmin satin
alabilecegi her seye sahipti. Mutluluk hari¢ her seye. Uyus-
turucu kullandi, okulda kavgalar ¢ikardi ve intihar diistince-
siyle hayaller kurdu. Kendinden tiksinen ve hayatin hi¢bir
amaci olmadigina inanan Doug, yasayabilecegi tiim eglen-
ce ve heyecanlari yasamayi kafasina koydu.

Arayist sona ermeden 6nce daglarda bulunan bir ma-
gara, evi oldu. Babasinin sahip oldugu yata, jete ve hava-
yolu firmasma ragmen, Doug kendini ¢dp tenekelerinde
yiyecek ararken buldu.

Doug’un aradigi mutluluk stirekli kendisinden kagi-
yordu, ta ki bir “arayis¢1” dostun magarasinda biraktigi toz-
lu bir kitab1 bulup okuyana dek. Bundan sonra olanlar ancak
mugcize olarak agiklanabilir.
BINLERCESI KIRILACAK

Franz Hasel, 40 yasindaki bir pasifist, 6n cephelerde
kopriiler kuran Hitler’in seckin birligi 699. istihkim Bolii-
gtine atanmigtl. Dini inanci Ustleri tarafindan pek hos kar-
stlanmamusti. Kendisiyle “havug yiyen” ve “Incil okuyan”
diye alay edilmesine ragmen sonunda birliginin saygisini
kazanmust1.

Cevrelerindeki binlerce insan savasin dehsetine kurban
giderken onlar meleklerin kanatlar1 altindaydilar, hatta ba-
zen gergek anlamda. Bu, ne pahasina olursa olsun imanl
kalmay1 secen ve ytice Tanri’'nin golgesinde siginak bulan

aresiz bir ailenin yiirek paralayan gercek Sykiisiidiir. Nl ST
g yur p y g g y . siirdiirmeye ciiret eden”bir asker RQ&\%HLA
1

ve ailesinin nefes*ke®envoykiisii

ey 3 YETENEKLI ELLER
e » 4 Dr. Ben Carson, beyin cerrahisindeki umut olmayan
2 yere umut getiren yeniliklerle tiim diinyada taninmaktadir.
Yetenekli Eller’de, Detroit’in kenar mahallelerindeki ¢o-
cuklugundan baslayarak, otuz ii¢ yasinda Johns Hopkins
Saglik Kurumlari’nda pediatrik beyin cerrahisi sefligine
uzanan ilham verici macerasi anlatiliyor. Sizi, sayisiz hayat
kurtardigi ameliyathaneye gotiiren Ben Carson, goriiniirde
imkansiz olam basarmaya ¢alisan herkese 6rnek oluyor.
Etkileyici vaka tarihgeleriyle dolu olan bu goksatar ki-
~, tap, Ben Carson’un zorluklarin {istesinden gelme ¢abasimin
Ben Carson’i fykiisi, o, ve onu giiniimiiziin en biiyiik hayat kurtaricilarmdan biri
\-b \ yapan iman ile dehanin dramatik ve ayrintili dykiistinii an-
lattyor.




SEVGININ ZAFERI

Koétiiliigiin kaynagi, heniiz ¢oziileme-
mis bir sirdir. Neden kotiiliik var? Nereden
geliyor? Kotiiliigiin bir sonu olacak mi?
Bunlar yanitlanmasi gereken ¢ok o&nemli
sorulardir.

Biiylik miicadele, goriinen diinyay,
goriinmeyen diinyadan ayiran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu diinyanm tiim sakinlerinin
dahil oldugu dogaiistii savast gozler dniine
ermektedir.

Kitap, ugrunda savastiklari sey i¢in gok
onemli olan iki tarafin, iyinin ve kdtiiniin
arasinda gegen evrensel savasin nasil basla-
digindan ve nasil sonlandirilacagindan bah-
setmektedir. Gegmisten, simdiki zamandan
ve gelecekten soz etmekte, cok dokunakli
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyartyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitab1 okurken, sanki Tanr1 ile r6-
portaj yaptyormus hissine kapilacaksiniz.

Giiizel oldugu kadar sok edici bir yolcu-
luga ¢ikmaya hazirlanin. Okuduktan sonra
artik ayni kisi olmayacaksiniz.

YENi GOZLERLE GORMEK

Pek cok seyi gorebilmek igin, kisinin YE“i Gﬁll““.i :

gozleri acik olmalidir. Fakat Allah ile dyle o :

degil. Gozlerinizi ¢ok fazla acarsaniz ya da G 0 n M EK
cok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz, O’nu gor- _
diigiiniizii diistintirken aslinda O’nu goz-
den kacirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da
bu hatay1 yapariz. Allah’t gérmeyi umarak
insanlara bakariz. Dinlere bakariz. Hatta
aynaya bakariz. Kacinilmaz olarak da hayal
kirikhigina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha
giizel bir resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan
Allah’tan donmiistiir, ¢linkii O’nu bir kiside
ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini sanmis- :
lar... ve agikgast gordiiklerinden hoslanma- TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERGEK GUZELLiGi

muglardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah TY GIBSON

hakkindadir.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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