
Lesson 3

You don’t have to be a scholar, scientist, or genius to look 
at the world around us and see that something is terribly 

wrong. War and threats of war, famine, government corruption, 
terrorism, nuclear proliferation, espionage, global climate change, 
earthquakes, and tsunamis are just a handful of the problems that 
we as humans struggle with on a daily basis. Were all of these 
things part of God’s original 
plan? Did He really want 
our sons to die because of 
roadside bombs? Did He want 
us to solve our problems with 
weapons and threats of war? 
How could a God of love 
comfortably allow all of these 
things to happen? Is He the one 
we should blame for all the 
world’s problems? Obviously, 
the answer is no! But if He 
isn’t to blame, who is? 
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The purpose of this lesson is to answer that very question. Who or what 
is responsible for all the turmoil and heartache on this planet? Some 
people, like Mert’s philosophy teacher, claim that attempting to answer 
this question is an exercise in futility because based on all the evidence 
a person can only arrive at one of two answers. But is that true?

As the students finished writing the notes from the board, the professor 
closed his book, took a breath, and paused. He stood there waiting until 
all the students had finished and were listening to catch his parting 
words for the day. When all eyes were on him, he took advantage of 
the moment to expound on his personal, and yet unoriginal, ideas.

“I want to finish our lesson today by making something very clear. 
The whole idea that God is all powerful, compassionate or loving as 
the Jews, Muslims, and Christians claim is absurd,” the philosophy 
teacher proclaimed. “If God is all those things, why would He allow 
all of these wars to be fought? Why would he allow children to die in 
earthquakes? Why does He wait to put an end to sin and suffering? 
Why are we frantically trying to discover remedies for swine flu, 
cancer, and AIDS? Couldn’t God just wipe out all these diseases 
Himself? The only logical answer is that either God isn’t who these 
religious people say He is or, in my opinion, He doesn’t even exist.”

Mert was both astonished and appalled. He only took this class 
because he thought it would be interesting and help him think deeper 
while solving scientific equations. But he felt like the class was 
designed to only do one thing, destroy his beliefs about God. In light 
of this professor’s continued comments, he felt like the things that 
he had been learning in the study group, and even believed most of 
his life, might not be as defensible as he thought. The professor was 
making a very good point. If he was right, then the study group and 
Bible readings were both pointless. His mind was flooded with doubt, 
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confusion, and frustration. He felt like his worldview was being torn 
in two.

But Mert wasn’t one to just accept what someone else said. He was a 
budding scientist. There was only one thing left for him to do, figure 
this out for himself. He would use the scientific method to deduce if 
what this professor was saying was right or wrong. 

His first conclusion was that if an answer existed, he could find it in 
the Bible. So, as soon as he got home, he opened his Bible and began 
to read. He remembered three stories from “The Fate Changer” that 
might help him. The first was in Genesis, the second in Job, and the 
third was an interesting parable that Jesus told His disciples. He 
decided to reread those stories, cross reference the verses with other 
verses, and piece together a study that would prove God is love and 
that the evil we experience on this planet is not from Him. Here is what 
he discovered and shared with the study group! (To be Continued)

?   Q1. After the first five days of work, how did God see His creation? 
After the sixth day, how did He see His creation? Read Genesis 
1:1-4, 9, 10, 12, 16-18, 21, 25, 27, 28, 31.

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q2. If everything was “very good”, would there have been death?
Sickness? Crime? Sin? 

A.__________________________________________________

Of course not, because everyone knows that all those things are bad. 
Well if they didn’t come from God, where did they come from? Let’s 
look.

?  Q3. In Jesus’ parable, who was the sower of good seed? What did 
the field represent? Who was represented by the good seed? Read 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-41.
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A.__________________________________________________

?  Q4. In the same parable, who are the weeds? Who sowed the weeds? 

A.__________________________________________________

So we see in this parable that Jesus is responsible for the good people 
of this earth, whereas Satan is responsible for the bad people. If Satan 
is the source of all the bad people, then he is also the source of the bad 
things they do. Well, what about sickness, who is responsible for it? To 
answer that let’s look at an event that happened in Jesus life.

?  Q5. Read Luke 13:10-17. In the event, a woman was healed. Who
healed the woman? 

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q6. Who was responsible for the woman’s ailment? (Verse 16).

A.__________________________________________________

Both in the parable and in the event, Jesus makes it clear to us that Satan 
is responsible for the evil things of this world. Moreover, it is He who 
has the ability and power to counter that evil. But this leads us to ask 
other questions. Where did Satan come from? Was he always like this? 
If so, that means that God is indirectly responsible for the evil that Satan 
sows. However, if he wasn’t always like this, what made him change? 
Let’s answer those questions by reading Jesus’ own words.

?  Q7. Where did Satan fall from? Read Luke 10:18. 

A.__________________________________________________

According to Jesus, Satan fell from heaven. Why was he in heaven? 
Why did he fall? To find the answers to those two questions we need to 
look at the writings of two Old Testament prophets, Ezekiel and Isaiah. 
But first, let’s read a more detailed account of Satan’s fall in the book 
of Revelation.
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?  Q8. What happened in heaven? Read Revelation 12:7-9.

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q9. What happened to Satan and the angels who sided with him?

A.__________________________________________________

John tells us that there was a war in heaven. What was the war about? 
Now we can go to the book of Ezekiel. Read Ezekiel 28:11-18. 

A.__________________________________________________

Although these verses seem to be addressed to the king of Tyre, who 
was a very cruel king, it becomes immediately apparent that they are 
not only about him. How do we know? Quite simply, he wasn’t in the 
Garden of Eden! According to the book of Genesis, there were only four 
individuals that frequented the Garden: God, Adam, Eve, and Satan. 
The second clue is that this individual was a covering cherub, which 
is an angel that stands at God’s side on His holy mountain. Using the 
king of Tyre as a metaphor, God is clearly describing Satan’s origin as 
Lucifer, the covering cherub, an angel with a special job.

?  Q10. How was Satan created? What was his appearance? Read 
Ezekiel 28:11-15.

A.__________________________________________________

God created Satan as a perfect angel, covered beautifully in precious 
stones. But something terrible happened. Lucifer sinned. 

?  Q11. What was the source of Satan’s sin? What did he do? Read 
Ezekiel 28:16-18.

A.__________________________________________________

Ezekiel tells us that Satan became proud of his beauty. Filled with vanity, 
he was corrupted by his trading and became violent. There are two very 
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important things that we need to understand from these verses. To what 
extent did Satan become proud, and what was he trying to “trade” or 
“peddle”? To learn this we turn to the book of Isaiah.

?  Q12. Just how proud did Satan become? Read Isaiah 14:12-14.

A.__________________________________________________

In verse 12, we once again read about the fall of Lucifer, described 
here as a star fallen from heaven. In the Bible, stars are often used to 
symbolize messengers and angels (See Revelation 1:20). 

Satan became so proud that he wanted to be equal to God. Moreover, 
he wanted to be God! He wasn’t satisfied with the position he had been 
given and actually thought that he could govern the universe better. He 
allowed his pride to lead him into sin! But he didn’t stop there. He led 
others into sin. Starting with the angels, he began spreading his ideas 
and lies as truth. Satan is a trader of lies! Unfortunately, he decided to 
spread his lies among humans.

?  Q13. What did God tell Adam and Eve not to do? What would 
happen if they did? Read Genesis 2:16, 17.

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q14. How did Satan twist God’s words? Read Genesis 3:1-5. In
verses 4 and 5, what did he imply about God?

A.__________________________________________________

Satan claimed that God was a liar and that He conceals truth to keep us 
from being like Him. Why would Satan make such claims? There is one 
reason, he wants to take God’s place (Isaiah 14:14). 

Interestingly, the fall of Lucifer and other angels shows us that angels 
have a choice to be or not be on God’s side. Like Adam and Eve, they 
were given the freedom to choose who they will follow. Satan chose to 
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follow himself, and thus made himself his own god. The fallen angels 
and Adam and Eve chose to believe Satan. We can read Satan’s other 
claim about God in the book of Job.

?  Q15. What did Satan claim about Job’s loyalty to God? Read 
Job 1:6-12.

A.__________________________________________________

Satan claimed that Job’s fear of God, and loyalty to Him, were merely 
the result of receiving blessings from God. In other words, Satan claimed 
that God was buying Job’s loyalty by giving him what he wanted and 
needed. In short, Satan was saying that if we don’t get something from 
God there is no reason to worship Him; God doesn’t have any desirable 
characteristics that would cause us to want to know Him or be in a 
relationship with Him. In his twisted view, God isn’t motivated by love. 
He is motivated by His own ego.

It was these types of things that Satan was claiming in an attempt to 
upset the divine order. He misrepresents God in an attempt to draw 
others to his side. And he doesn’t only do the work himself, he uses 
others, the weeds that he has sown.

?  Q16. When will Jesus return? Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4.

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q17. What is this lawless one like? Read 2 Thessalonians 2:4.

A.__________________________________________________

It is widely accepted that these verses are referring to the Antichrist 
power that will seek to control the whole world, especially the followers 
of Jesus. It is interesting to note that he has the same characteristics 
as Satan. He not only wants to be God, he calls himself God. Is there 
any doubt who he works for? The prophet and disciple of Jesus, John, 
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actually wrote in clear detail the purpose of this Antichrist power (Read 
Revelation 13:1-4).

There is a lot of symbolism in these verses. For the most part, we 
will wait until a later lesson to unlock the meanings of the sea, horns, 
deadly wound, etc. But for the purpose of this lesson we need to realize 
that in Biblical time prophecies, beasts represent worldly powers and 
kingdoms. This beast is the Antichrist power that we just read about.

?  Q18. Where does the beast get its power? Read Revelation 13:2.

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q19. What do the people do as a result of the beast and the dragon’s
power? Read Revelation 13:4.

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q20. Do you remember who the dragon is? Read Revelation 12:9.

A.__________________________________________________

In this prophecy, we see that Satan gives his power to a beast (worldly 
power) for the sole purpose of getting the world to worship him. In fact, 
the world thinks that he is so great that they ask, “Is there anyone like 
the beast? Can anyone make war with him?”

At the beginning of this lesson, we read about the war in heaven. Do you 
remember who won that war? Of course, God won that war and Satan 
was cast to the earth. But just as he did in heaven, Satan works hard to 
deceive all of humanity. 

?  Q21. What do all these verses have in common when describing the 
actions of the beast? Read Revelation 13:4, 8, 12, 15.

A.__________________________________________________

The actions of the beast, and the power behind him (Satan), are motivated 
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by the desire to be worshipped. Remember, Satan wants to be God. He 
wants what doesn’t rightfully belong to him. 

?  Q22. Why is God worthy to be worshipped? Read Revelation 
14:6-9.

A.__________________________________________________

We worship God because He is the Creator of all that is good. We 
worship Him because He can forgive our sins and heal our sicknesses. 
Satan wants us to think that he can do better than God. He wants us to 
think that the bad things of this earth come from God. Even though he 
may fool some people, he can’t fool us. He is, has been, and always will 
be a liar. He wants people to think that he can win the war with God, but 
it is impossible. He was beaten in heaven and he was beaten on earth.

?  Q23. What did Satan really want Jesus to do? Read Matthew 
4:1-11.

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q24. How did Jesus answer Satan?

A.__________________________________________________

Satan wants to be worshiped and he will go to any means to get it, even 
killing people. But Jesus is stronger than Satan and one day, He will 
destroy Satan forever. This is why we don’t need to be afraid of demons, 
the evil eye, sorcery, witch doctors, or any other source of evil. Jesus is 
more powerful than them all and they must get by Him before they can 
ever do anything to us.

A quick review of the first and last two chapters of the Bible reveal 
an amazing truth. In the beginning, perfect humans lived on a perfect 
planet in perfect communion with a perfect God. After God destroys 
Satan, the Antichrist, the unbelievers, sin, and death, He will make a 
new heaven and a new earth. Once again, perfect humans will live on a 



9Lesson 3: The Great Controversy

perfect planet in perfect communion with a perfect God.

Everything between these four chapters is the Great Controversy. When 
we read the pages of the Bible, we can see time and again how God 
protects, guides, and saves those who won’t believe Satan’s lies. He is 
our only protection against Satan. 

?  Q25. So why is God waiting to destroy Satan forever? Read 
2 Peter 3:9.

A.__________________________________________________

God doesn’t want anyone to perish, be deceived, or left out of heaven. 
He wants us all to repent of our sins, be saved, and spend an eternity 
with Him and Jesus. 

If God had destroyed Satan and the other angels when they sinned, is 
it possible that the other angels could have believed what Satan was 
saying? Would they have believed that God isn’t motivated by love and 
He wants us to worship Him out of fear? Of course, it is quite logical. 
God is waiting to destroy Satan, his angels, death, and sin because He 
wants the whole world to see Satan for who he really is. He wants them 
to have no doubts about God’s mercy, grace, and compassion. He wants 
us all to have the chance of making a conscious, heart-felt choice to 
follow Him. By giving us the freedom of choice, He took the risk of 
some choosing to not love Him nor take His advice. So what is our role? 
What are we to do? Like the apostle Paul, God has given us a job to do.

?  Q26. What part do we play in this Great Controversy? Read 
Acts 26:12-18. 

A.__________________________________________________
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Mert closed his Bible and asked the question again, “What part do we 
play in this Great Controversy?” Without waiting to hear his friends’ 
responses, he continued, “We are to tell people the truth about God’s 
love and Satan’s lies. We are to lead people from the kingdom of 
darkness into the kingdom of light. We are to let the light of our faith 
shine like a lighthouse, directing lost ships at sea into the calm waters 
of the heavenly harbor.”

“Sounds like you need to start by talking to your philosophy professor!” 
Mehmet said.

“I think you are right. The only problem is how do I explain something 
using evidence from the very book that he doesn’t even believe in?” 
Mert asked.

“Well that is a good question. But I do know this, God will help you 
just like He helped you discover this truth,” Fatma declared.

“I think you are right, mom!” Mert agreed. “Let’s close with prayer.”

Readers should make a call to commitment through prayer.

For further study read: 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 4:9; Joshua 24:15; 
2 Corinthians 11:14, 15.
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Notes



RUHLAR DÜNYASINA YOLCULUK

�"Kabul et Morneau, kendi kendinin efendisi 
değilsin. Keşke öyle olsaydın, ama değilsin. Ruhlar 
sana bütünüyle sahipler ve bunu ne kadar çabuk kabul 
edersen o kadar iyi durumda olacaksın.” Roland hızla 
zemini adımlamaya, ellerini ovuşturmaya başladı. 
“Sana söyleyeceğim şeyi kadim bir dostumdan 
ziyade bir düşmana söylemeyi tercih ederdim.”

O esnada oda sıcak olmamasına rağmen çok fazla 
terliyordu. “Morneau, günlerin sayılı – seni efendiden 
uzaklaştırmaktan sorumlu olan o genç çiftin de öyle.

Benimle birlikte başrahibi görmeye gel. O, ruhların 
hoşnutluğunu yeniden kazanmanı sağlayacak ve her şey 
yoluna girecek. Böylece hiç kimse zarar görmeyecek.”

İşte Roger Morneau’nun satanizmin dehşet verici 
dünyasından ilahî müdahaleyle kurtuluşunun öyküsü.

KADINLAR İÇİN RAB'BİN VAATLERİ

Tutulmayan sözler ailelerin dağılmasına, evliliklerin 
yıkılmasına, arkadaşlıkların bitmesine ve hayatların 
mahvolmasına neden oluyor. Fakat insanlığın verdi-
ği sözleri tutamamalarının meydana getirdiği kargaşa 
içerisinde, sözünü kesin olarak tutan Biri var. Allah!

Bozulan bir ilişkinin, dostluğun, kariyerin, veya 
mahvolan bir yaşamın etkilerini hissediyorsanız, 
bu kitabı açın ve Allah’ın sizi sevdiğini, sizin için 
en iyiyi istediğini ve O’na güvenirseniz hayatı-
nızdaki bozulan şeyleri düzelteceğini hatırlayın.

YENİ GÖZLERLE GÖRMEK

	 Pek çok şeyi görebilmek için, kişinin gözleri açık 
olmalıdır. Fakat Allah ile öyle değil. Gözlerinizi çok 
fazla açarsanız ya da çok fazla yakından bakarsanız, 
O’nu gördüğünüzü düşünürken aslında O’nu gözden 
kaçırabilirsiniz. Pek çoğumuz tam da bu hatayı yapa-
rız. Allah’ı görmeyi umarak insanlara bakarız. Dinlere 
bakarız. Hatta aynaya bakarız. Kaçınılmaz olarak da ha-
yal kırıklığına uğrarız, zira İlahî Kişi’nin daha güzel bir 
resmini ummuştuk. Sayısız insan Allah’tan dönmüştür, 
çünkü O’nu bir kişide ya da bir toplulukta gördüklerini 
sanmışlar... ve açıkçası gördüklerinden hoşlanmamış-
lardır. Elinizde tuttuğunuz kitap Allah hakkındadır.



BEREKET DAĞI'NDAN DÜŞÜNCELER

İncil’de imanın temel değerlerini oluşturan ve 
özetleyen iki klasik kabul edilebilecek metin var-
dır. Dağdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duası olarak bilinen 
bu metinlerin ikisi de Matta İncili’nin başlarında 
bulunur. “Sağ yanağına tokat atana sol yanağını 
da çevir,” “Düşmanlarınızı sevin, size zulmeden-
ler için dua edin” gibi sarsıcı ve dünyevi değerlere 
ve durumlara ters düşen öğretiler İsa Mesih tara-
fından Dağdaki Vaaz’da dile getirilmiştir.

Günlük hayatta, edebiyat eserlerinde, filmlerde 
sıkça karşımıza çıkan Dağdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in 
Duası,  Ellen G. White’in kaleme aldığı Bereket 
Dağı’ndan Düşünceler adlı bu kitapta detaylı bir 
şekilde açıklanıyor. Bu kitabı okuduktan sonra 
Dağdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duası’nı anlamakla 
kalmayacak aynı zamanda Rabb’in Sözü’nü te-
mel değerlerini de kavramış olacaksınız.

SEVGİNİN ZAFERİ

	 Kötülüğün kaynağı, henüz çözüleme-
miş bir sırdır. Neden kötülük var? Nereden 
geliyor? Kötülüğün bir sonu olacak mı? 
Bunlar yanıtlanması gereken çok önemli 
sorulardır.
	 Büyük mücadele, görünen dünyayı, 
görünmeyen dünyadan ayıran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu dünyanın tüm sakinlerinin 
dahil olduğu doğaüstü savaşı gözler önüne 
ermektedir.
	 Kitap, uğrunda savaştıkları şey için çok 
önemli olan iki tarafın, iyinin ve kötünün 
arasında geçen evrensel savaşın nasıl başla-
dığından ve nasıl sonlandırılacağından bah-
setmektedir. Geçmişten, şimdiki zamandan 
ve gelecekten söz etmekte, çok dokunaklı 
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyarıyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitabı okurken, sanki Tanrı ile rö-
portaj yapıyormuş hissine kapılacaksınız.
	 Güzel olduğu kadar şok edici bir yolcu-
luğa çıkmaya hazırlanın. Okuduktan sonra 
artık aynı kişi olmayacaksınız.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my 
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, 
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for 
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)

This study series is a continuation of the Fate Changer series 
and a product of Istiridye Medya.


