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Study Series

Baptism
H

Everyone knows that water
cleanses. When our hands
are dirty, we wash them. When
our clothes get dirty, we wash
them. When the windows are
dirty, we rinse them off. In the
summer, we even rinse off the
sidewalks in front of stores
to keep the dust down. What
about spiritual uncleanness?
Is water effective against it?
Does a simple bath cleanse
us from our unrighteousness?
Can the water really penetrate
our skin and clean that which
is dirty on the inside, namely
our hearts and minds?
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When Mehmet had awoken the next morning after his wife had
confronted him about his new faith, he reflected on his prayer the
previous night. Impressed with the work and community of the early
apostles, he had asked God to give him the Holy Spirit. But something
was troubling him. He wondered if he was actually ready to receive
such a gift.

He was also intrigued by a verse that he had read while studying. It
was in the very last chapter of Matthew. After breakfast, he sat down
at his desk and picked up his Bible. He opened it to the New Testament
book of Matthew and turned the pages until he came to chapter 28. At
the end of that chapter, he once again read Jesus’ final instructions to
the disciples. (Read Matthew 28:18-20).

“What does this mean?” he asked himself. He read the verses again.
Now he remembered why the verses had stood out. It had mentioned the
Holy Spirit. But there were three other words that caught his attention:
raise up students and baptize. As a teacher, he understood well the
concept of raising up students. Just reading the words conjured up
good feelings of the past. He saw the faces and remembered the names
of those students he had tutored and stayed after school with, not to
mention the ones who visited him after graduating. There were even
a handful that he had invested so much time with that he considered
them his own children.

Then he looked at the word baptize. What did it mean? He turned
on his computer and searched the internet. Little did he know that
the simple act of reading those three verses over and over would not
only turn into a Bible study, it would change his life. In fact, it was a
change the whole study group would experience because he had been
chosen to share at one of the meetings.

On Tuesday evening, Mehmet got his notes together and walked
downstairs to Fatma’s house. When everyone was seated and



comfortable, they prayed. After saying amen, Mehmet cleared his
throat and began to speak. (To be Continued)

Before Jesus started his ministry, there was a man named John the Baptist
who stood on the banks of the Jordan River. His message was clear and
to the point, repent, be baptized, and get ready for the appearing of
our Lord. Over and over, people from near and far came to that river,
waded into its cool waters, repented of their sins, and asked God to
forgive them. It was only after confessing their sins, that John would
then baptize them.

@ Q1. What two things were necessary for baptism? Read Acts 19:4.
A.

Why was baptism necessary at that time? Is it still necessary today?
How and why should a believer in Jesus Christ be baptized? What does
it mean? Let’s start answering these questions according to the Holy
Bible.

@ Q2. Who will be saved? Read Mark 16:15, 16.
A.

After the resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples and told them to
proclaim the good news. The message was simple; those who believed
and were baptized would be saved.

@ Q3. What must the person believe? Read Acts 16:31.
A.

We are to believe in Jesus Christ. We believe that what He said about His
identity, purpose, and position are true. We believe that He fulfilled all
the requirements of God’s law by living a perfect life, that He paid the
penalty for our sins by dying on the cross and experiencing separation
from God (the eternal penalty for breaking God’s law), that He conquered



death by rising from the dead, and that He is alive in heaven right now.

In John chapter 3, we can read the account of Jesus’ conversation with
a Pharisee named Nicodemus. Jesus was making a very important point
about salvation. Let’s read part of their conversation.

@ Q4. What must happen if we want to enter heaven? Read John
3:1-6.
A.

@ Q5. By what means are we born again?
A.

Jesus told Nicodemus that a person must be born again before he or she
can enter heaven. Moreover, He said that this new birth involves both
water and spirit. We will explore the role of the Holy Spirit in our new
birth in a later lesson. For now, let’s explore further the meaning of
baptism, rebirth from water.

@ Q6. What are the two steps towards baptism? Read Matthew 3:1-6.
A.

The first step towards baptism is repentance and the second is
confession. We must come before God in humility and admit that our
sins make us unclean and unable to be in His presence. In short, we ask
for forgiveness.

Q7. Is baptism only for those who can’t trace their family or
religious lineage back to Abraham? Read Luke 3:7, 8.

A.

Some people think that because they are descended from Abraham
through Isaac or Ishmael, that they don’t need to be baptized. But John
clearly said that isn’t the case. We can’t rely on religious traditions,
ancestral lineage, or our own works to get into heaven because none of



them can eliminate even one sin that we commit. If we really want to be
born again as a child of God, we must repent, confess our sins, and be
baptized. In the book of Acts, Peter gave the same message to a crowd
of people consisting of many different nationalities.

@ Q8. Who is God’s promise of salvation for? Read Acts 2:36-39.
A.

The promise of salvation is for all those who believe and are baptized
in Jesus’ name. It doesn’t matter what country you come from, what
religion you grew up in, what your last name is, or your ethnicity. You
can have the surety of salvation by believing in and following Jesus
Christ. Outside of confessing our sins and asking for forgiveness, is
there something we must do before we are baptized? Let’s see how
Jesus answered this question when speaking to His disciples.

@ Q9. What did Jesus tell the disciples to do? Read Matthew
28:18-20.

A.

Jesus told the disciples to raise up a body of believers by teaching and
baptizing them.

Q10. According to the text, what must we do to be a follower of
Jesus?

A.

Our responsibility, before we can go into the world to teach others, is
to learn. We must understand what Jesus taught so that we can make an
informed decision to follow Him. After we learn and accept Him as our
Savior, we can be baptized into the family of believers and then go out
to teach others. Every person who is baptized into the family is baptized
the same way, by full submersion in a body of water.



@ QI11. Who led Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch? Read Acts 8:26-38.
A.

@ Q12. What book was the eunuch reading?
A.

Q13. After the eunuch learned that Jesus was the sacrifice for
humanity’s sin, what did he want to do?

A.

@ Q14. Where was the eunuch baptized?
A.

In this intriguing passage, we see the entire formula for baptism. Philip
meets an Ethiopian man who wants to learn more about God’s plan
of salvation. The man learns the truth, believes, and is baptized. The
Bible says that Philip and the Ethiopian went into and came out of the
water. In other words, baptism involves being in the water. You aren’t
sprinkled or splashed with water, you are submerged.

Q15. So what happens when we are baptized? What does it mean
spiritually? Read Galatians 3:26-29.

A.

When we are baptized we put on Christ and become sons of God.
We don’t look at other believers primarily as Turk, Greek, American,
German, Kurd, or Syrian. That is secondary. First we are brothers and
sisters in Christ. We are children of God. What does it mean to put on
Christ?

Let’s illustrate it by using a book. Putting on Christ is like adding a page
to a book. The book, Jesus, envelops the single page, us. Just as each
page becomes part of the book, each believer becomes part of something



greater than himself, a redeemed mankind. Moreover, we all share the
same experience.

While commenting on the truth that our sins are forgiven by the grace
of God through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf, Paul reminded the
Roman believers that we all share in the same baptismal experience. He
took a deep, spiritual look at what each step of baptism actually means.
Let’s go to Romans chapter 6 to read it.

Q16. When we are baptized, we are baptized into Jesus’
Read Romans 6:3.

Baptism by submersion is likened to death and resurrection. When we
enter the water, we are going into the grave. When we come out of the
water, we are arising from the dead into a new life. Read Romans 6:4, 5.

Q17. What happens so that we no longer live as a slave to sin?
Read Romans 6:6, 7.

A.

When we are baptized, our old, sinful, selfish lives no longer control
us. We symbolically leave them buried in the water and come out of the
water free from sin’s power and condemnation. In short, we are reborn
into a life free from the bondage of sin. Read Romans 6:8-11.

In a letter to the Corinthians, Paul declared the magnificent truth that
anyone who is in Christ is a new creature. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17.

So what does God want us to do with this new life? What is the focus of
the baptized, reborn believer?

Q18. When we are baptized, who are we dedicating our lives to?
Read Romans 6:12, 13.

A.




@ Q19. What does God start using us as?
A.

When we are baptized, we are dedicating our lives to God. We become
tools of righteousness in His hands to be used to bring salvation to
others. We are no longer slaves to sin, but slaves to God. Read Romans
6:17-22.
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“Mehmet, that study was fantastic! We looked at verses all over the
place, and yet it made so much sense,” Fatma exclaimed.

“Yeah, that was amazing. I always wondered what Jesus meant when
he said that we need to be reborn,” Mert said.

“Well, as much as I would like to take credit for it, I can’t. I know
that, at least in part, God answered my prayer. The study we just did
was inspired by the Holy Spirit. But I can say this, reading all those
verses and discovering how they support one another and are linked
together was the most fulfilling thing I have ever done. Every verse 1
read was like a clue leading into another clue, eventually revealing a
hidden treasure. I just wish I could have known this years ago! Let’s
close our study with another prayer.”

Some people don’t like to think of themselves as slaves. But according
to the Bible, we are all slaves. We are slaves to sin or God. There is no
middle ground or neutral side. If you don’t choose to be on God’s side,
you will by default be on Satan’s side. Baptism is a sign that you have
chosen to be on God’s side in the Great Controversy, that you believe
in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ for your sins, that you have put to
death the selfishness and sin that once controlled your life, that you have
risen to a new life in Jesus Christ, and that you are no longer the person



you used to be. You are a new creature with a new purpose!

Q20. Do you want to keep learning in preparation for baptism and
a new life?
A.

Call to commitment through prayer.
For further study read:

Acts 22:16; 19:1-5.



RUHLAR DUNYASINA YOLCULUK
"Kabul et Morneau, kendi kendinin efendisi
n “ " l nn degilsin. Keske Oyle olsaydin, ama degilsin. Ruhlar
== sana biitiinliyle sahipler ve bunu ne kadar ¢abuk kabul
n “ “vns I NA edersen o kadar iyi durumda olacaksin.” Roland hizla
vo lc “ I. “ K zemini adimlamaya, ellerini ovusturmaya basladi.
“Sana soyleyecegim seyi kadim bir dostumdan
ziyade bir diismana sdylemeyi tercih ederdim.”
O esnada oda sicak olmamasina ragmen ¢ok fazla
terliyordu. “Morneau, gilinlerin sayili — seni efendiden
uzaklagtirmaktan sorumlu olan o geng ciftin de dyle.
Benimle birlikte bagrahibi gérmeye gel. O, ruhlarin
hosnutlugunu yeniden kazanmani saglayacak ve her sey
yoluna girecek. Boylece hi¢ kimse zarar gormeyecek.”

Iste Roger Morneau’nun satanizmin dehset verici
diinyasindan ilahi miidahaleyle kurtulusunun oykiisii.

ROGER J. MORNEAU

KADINLAR iCiN RAB'BIN VAATLERI
KADINLAR IGIN
Tutulmayan sozler ailelerin dagilmasina, evliliklerin

yikilmasina, arkadasliklarin bitmesine ve hayatlarin DﬁN
mahvolmasina neden oluyor. Fakat insanligin verdi- VA T]LEM

gi sozleri tutamamalarinin meydana getirdigi kargasa
icerisinde, soziinii kesin olarak tutan Biri var. Allah!

Bozulan bir iligkinin, dostlugun, kariyerin, veya
mahvolan bir yasamin etkilerini hissediyorsaniz,
bu kitab1 a¢in ve Allah’in sizi sevdigini, sizin i¢in
en 1iyiyi istedigini ve O’na giivenirseniz hayati-
nizdaki bozulan seyleri diizeltecegini hatirlayin.

YENIi GOZLERLE GORMEK

YENI GﬁZlEBlE Pek ¢ok seyi gorebilmek igin, kiginin gozleri agik
S D olmalidir. Fakat Allah ile dyle degil. Gozlerinizi gok
G““MEK fazla agarsaniz ya da c¢ok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz,
; O’nu gordiigiiniizii diisiiniirken aslinda O’nu gozden
kagirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da bu hatay1 yapa-
riz. Allah’1 gérmeyi umarak insanlara bakariz. Dinlere
bakariz. Hatta aynaya bakariz. Kaginilmaz olarak da ha-
yal kirikligina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha giizel bir

resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan Allah’tan donmiistiir,
¢linkli O’nu bir kiside ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini

TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERCEK GUZELLiGI

TY GIBSON sanmiglar... ve agikgast gordiiklerinden hoslanmamis-
lardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah hakkindadir.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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