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Study Series

The Work of God 1n Us

y Jesus’ successes we become heirs to blessings we don’t

deserve. Consider the powerful effects of what faith in Jesus
does for the believer. First, you have studied the promise of God
saying, “There is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus”
(Romans 8:1). That means that by placing full faith in Christ, your
guilty past is atoned for. Secondly in Christ, our lives are reconciled
into a right relationship with
God. In Christ we receive
the smile of the heavenly
Father. Thirdly, the promises
of new birth, and even
adoption into God’s family
are amazing because they give
us a guarantee into heaven. In
this lesson we will study yet
another wonderful blessing
that comes to you through your
faith in Christ; 1t 1s God’s work
of “sanctifying” you.

Lesson 11
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@ Q1. What is God’s will for you? Read 1 Thessalonians 4:3a."
A.

"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification." Note: the word
sanctification means to consecrate and set apart for a holy use. God wants
us to be holy, which naturally separates us from the sinful activities of
many people around us. Sanctification especially means to be set apart
for God's service.

Q2. How important is sanctification, i.e. holiness? Read
Hebrews 12:14.

A.

One of the reasons that sanctification is so important is because God
is holy, and heaven is holy. If God allows unholy people into heaven,
heaven would cease to be heavenly! God is certainly planning to take us
to heaven, but in order to do so he must “clean” us. We are unable on our
own to meet heaven’s specifications. He uses His Holy Spirit to change
our desires, our attitudes, and even our appetites.

Q3. In preparation for what event are we being sanctified for? Read
1 Thessalonians 5:23.

A.

Yes, God is now “sanctifying us” so that we will be prepared to meet
Christ when He comes and then after to be taken into the presence of
God. Sanctification is a work of grace where the heart becomes holy and
is made into the likeness of God's own heart. A sanctified person grows
to bear not only God's name but also the likeness of His character.

1 Occasionally when referencing scripture passages, lessons may use the verse num-
ber and a letter ‘a’ or ‘b.” This is a way of indicating that only a portion of the verse
is being used. ‘a’ refers to the first portion of the verse and ‘b’ refers to the second
portion of the verse.



2 ThelifeChanger SwdySeris ] | ] |

Now consider deeply these seven things about the work of sanctification
that is taking place in you through the Holy Spirit and the reviving
power of God’s word:

1. Sanctification is a supernatural thing; it is a divine work.

We are naturally polluted, and God takes the work of cleansing us to be
His prerogative. Leviticus 22:32 says, "I am the Lord, who sanctifies
you." We don’t have the power to sanctify ourselves. A good comparison
of'this is how a street cleaner cleans a street. He may remove the garbage
off the street, but no one would really say the street is “clean” like a
blanket a mother would wrap her infant in, or clean like a plate to serve
food on. No, the street is filthy even after the street cleaner has removed
the trash. Similarly, our efforts at cleaning ourselves are largely external.
Like a street, our lives may get the visual appearance of order, but God
says He will and must make our lives holy.

2. Sanctification is an internal thing; it lies chiefly in the heart.

In 1 Peter 3:4, we find a description of what God’s Spirit does in you.
The beautiful traits of God’s character begin to adorn and decorate the
chambers of our thoughts. For many people, in their previous experiences
with religion, they have only experienced God on the outside. Their
behavior and actions have met the requirements of what they were told
would satisfy God. But the powerful process of sanctification is different
in that it doesn’t work from the outside in, but from the inside out. "In
the hidden part you shall make me to know wisdom." Psalm 51:6.

jzii” Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16) “\%ﬁ‘:

It was a Saturday night and Mert was glad for a little free time. He had
a big test on Monday and would study all day Sunday with friends. He
had invited his friend Yusuf over for the night as his sister, mother
and grandmother had gone to the village for the weekend. Yusuf came
with another friend Tayfun who Mert had met several times before.
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Tayfun brought a film with him and was pretty determined to show it
to the guys. About five minutes into the movie, Mert began to feel that
the movie was not something he wanted to see. The plot was about a
girl who was demon possessed and all the unusual and scary things
that happened to her. Mert looked at Yusuf to see if he was sensing
any regrets about putting it on the TV. Yusuf was totally absorbed
by the movie and Mert couldn’t read his friend’s thoughts about the
film. Mert watched the movie for another few minutes. He mumbled
something about “let’s watch something else” but it didn’t get any
response from the other guys.

As he continued watching, he felt a great struggle inside him as if he
was ashamed. In his mind he could visualize their Bible study group
meeting in that very living room when they were talking about the
evils of fortune telling and sorcery. He had felt God’s Holy Spirit
bring peace and understanding to the group. Now as the scenes of this
creepy movie rolled on, he felt this strange sense that he was betraying
that peace, trading something good for something dirty. He stared for
a moment as a half naked bleeding body flashed on the screen. At
that moment he remembered a verse from his Bible study, “Finally,
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—
if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things”
(Philippians 4:8).

Mert jumped to his feet. Bravely he grabbed the remote control and
changed the mode from flash disc to television. A football match
immediately began to play from satellite.

“Hey what’s that all about?” Tayfun groaned. Then mockingly he
said, “So you are too scared!?”

Yusuf, seemed to wake up from his hypnosis. Mert and Yusuf were
very close friends, and he had been to Mert’s small group on several
occasions with his girlfriend Ece. Yusuf defended Mert, “It’s Mert’s
house, he can do as he wants.”
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Mert simply said, “I didn’t like the movie.” However, this answer

didn’t pacify Tayfun.

Tayfun began to ridicule Mert. “Come on, you didn’t even give the
movie a chance. What are you some kind of wimp?”

Mert hesitated and said, “I don’t know, I just didn’t think this is the
kind of thing I want to be watching.” Tayfun, sat angry for about a
twenty minutes watching football. Then told the guys he was going out
to get a pack of cigarettes. (To be Continued)

3. Sanctification is pervasive: it spreads into the whole life.

1 Thessalonians 5:23 says, "May the God of peace sanctify you wholly."
Just as the first sin of Adam and Eve corrupted all the parts of human
life (it brought moral degeneration, spiritual degeneration, and physical
degeneration), in the exact opposite way, sanctification goes over the
whole person to perfect him. The Bible says, "May the God of peace
sanctify you wholly." This is good news because it means that the Holy
Spirit touches every part of your life to make your character, attitudes,
appetites, interests, and relationships heaven-like.

4. Sanctification is intense and active.

Read Romans 12:2. The person who has agreed to be the subject of
God’s program of transformation doesn’t give in to be shaped by his
surroundings but rather withstands external pressure. He is able to do
this only by the powerful force of Christ’s Spirit living in him. Read
Colossians 1:28, 29. Note how the apostle Paul, the author of this letter,
is cooperating with the Holy Spirit in this activity.

5. Sanctification is a beautiful thing.

Our steps toward holiness make God and the angels rejoice (Luke
15:10). As a woman is at her most beautiful on the day of her marriage,
so God says He is preparing us, His people, the church, to be like a bride
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for God in holiness (Revelation 19:7). From Ephesians 5:25-27 we see
we are being made ready for a wedding day.

6. Sanctification happens through abiding in Christ.

Jesus said, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
of'itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide
in Me. I am the Vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I
in him, bears much fruit; for apart from Me there is not a thing you are
able to do” (John 15:4, 5). The work of abiding is our job and it happens
moment by moment, day by day.

7. Sanctification is serious.

The Bible describes that there is a war for our eternal life. The outcome
of that war is decided by our faith, our thoughts, and our will. Read 2
Corinthians 10:3-5.

A person under the direction of the Spirit of Christ is being changed in
every way. In a sense we become God’s construction project. Just as in
a construction project the first thing to go up is a fence to enclose the
work, we are encircled in salvation. What goes on inside that fence may
get pretty messy and may not at first look at all like a building. But for
the building to go up, the foundation must be dug. Similarly, God has
put a fence of grace around you. And what He has begun, He will bring
to beautiful completion.

What are the counterfeits of sanctification?
There are several things which look like sanctification—but are not.
1. The first counterfeit of sanctification is moral virtue.

To be a fair employer, or honest employee, to abstain from alcohol and
cigarettes, to have a kind manner, are excellent qualities—but they are
not sanctification in and of themselves. Many heathen have attained to
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morality; it is what “civilization” is about. Under the gentle leaves of
civility the worm of unbelief and self interest may be hidden!

2. The second counterfeit of sanctification is superstitious devotion.

These abound around the world: images, altars, long prayers and holy
water—and are far from sanctification. This religious frenzy does not
put any intrinsic goodness into a person, nor does it make a man better.
If to count over a few beads, or bow toward a city, or wash one’s self
were sanctification and all that were required to redeem us—then why
did Christ have to die?

3. The third counterfeit of sanctification is hypocrisy.

Hypocrisy is like a comet compared to a star. It is the difference between
a statue and a man. The Bible describes people who are hypocrites as
“having a form of godliness, but denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:5).
These people are lamps without oil. The gospel’s power is a living
connection with Jesus Christ.

d‘zi%{’ Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16) “\?,:?;

When Tayfun left. Yusuf clicked off the soccer match and said, “Talk
to me Mert. What were you thinking that made you turn that movie

off?”

Mert said, “You know Yusuf, you and I sit in classes at the University
everyday. Those classes are educating us, they give me knowledge
but they aren’t changing us. However, I have been studying the
Bible with my mom and friends for over a year, and it is not only
educating me, it’s changing me. You know. You and Ece have been
there sometimes.” Mert stared at the blank wall for a moment, trying
to gather his thoughts. “There are animals that love the darkness,
bats, spiders, scorpions. I wasn’t destined to be one of them. I want to
live in the light.” Mert looked at Yusuf directly and continued, “When
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that movie started playing, I heard my conscience, like a voice of the
Holy Spirit saying, ‘Live clean Mert. Live holy Mert. Come away and
be a real man.’ I can’t describe it, but it was like God was pulling on
me to rescue me from falling into a dark pit and pulling me toward the
light of heaven. I couldn’t sit there anymore.”

Yusuf sat stunned for a moment. “I can respect that.” Then with more
earnestness, he said, “Man, I want that! All I saw was a bloody weird
movie, but you got something better. Mert, how can my eyes be opened
like yours? I want to get what you have!”

Mert, “All I know is that God is working on me. It all began by reading
the Bible and praying. DIll tell you what Yusuf, why don’t you and Ece
start coming to our group more. We read the Bible passages and talk
about them. Most of the time one of us has actually prepared a study
on a topic. Why don’t you come?”

Q4. What power can we rely on to obtain sanctification? Read
2 Peter 1:3.

A.

When we give God permission to work within us we are committing
ourselves to love goodness and hate wickedness as He does. Psalm
119:104 says, "I hate every wrong path." A hypocrite may leave sin—
yet love it; as a serpent sheds its skin but keeps its poison! But what God
wants for us to do is not only leave sinful behavior, but to also loath it
altogether. In the sanctified person there is a holy hatred against all that
is dark and sinful, the very things we may have once enjoyed. This is the
sign of God’s amazing work having its good effect. Ephesians 5:8 says,
“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as
children of light." And Titus 2:13-14 says, “Our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness
and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do
what is good."
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Q5. How can you gain victory over temptation? Read James 4:7
and Psalm 119:11.

A.

It is interesting to note that in spiritual warfare, by submitting to God we
gain strength over the devil. When God's Word becomes an integral part
of the believer's life, it fortifies that person against temptation's power
and helps us “resist” the devils assaults. A systematic, prayerful study of
Scripture is an absolute prerequisite to defeating temptation. The Word
not only warns of Satan's methods (2 Corinthians 2:11), but it empowers
against attacks (Ephesians 6:11-17). Another essential to victory is to
avoid temptation. On several occasions, Christ told His disciples to pray
that they might not fall into temptation (Matthew 6:13; Luke 22:40).
Some believers understand that temptation is not the same as sin, so
they feel that they can enjoy the enticements of temptation without
any harm. This behavior becomes a type of game—seeing how much
titillation one can “enjoy” without falling into sin. Such an attitude is
sinful in itself, because it fails to take seriously God's commands for
holiness in attitude as well as in action.

Q6. Is there a temptation that is too strong for me to overcome?
Read 1 Corinthians 10:13.

A.

This verse is God's guarantee that He will never allow Satan to go too
far. The temptation's intensity and the escape route will be uniquely
tailored to the individual and will not exceed his capacity.

Knowing there is a way of escape and using that way of escape may be
quite different things. If one is ignorant of God's Word, one will likely
not recognize the escape when he sees it, for he won't know how God
works.

The Scripture contains no promise of help in overcoming temptation for
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those who are unsaved. Indeed, until one repents of his sin and accepts
by faith Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, he has no capacity for pleasing
God. But those who are saved may appropriate the power and wisdom
of the Word, relying upon God's grace. They can therefore have victory,
even over Satan's most subtle and compelling temptations.

Above all things pursue after sanctification. Seek holiness more than
gold—for happiness is nothing but the enjoyment of holiness. "Keep
her, for she is your life!" (Proverbs 4:13).

Call to commitment through prayer.



EN ZENGIN MAGARA ADAMI

Milyoner bir baba ile gosteri diinyasinda galisan bir
annenin ogullart olan gen¢ Doug Batchelor, paranmin satin
alabilecegi her seye sahipti. Mutluluk hari¢ her seye. Uyus-
turucu kullandi, okulda kavgalar ¢ikardi ve intihar diistince-
siyle hayaller kurdu. Kendinden tiksinen ve hayatin hi¢bir
amaci olmadigina inanan Doug, yasayabilecegi tiim eglen-
ce ve heyecanlari yasamayi kafasina koydu.

Arayist sona ermeden 6nce daglarda bulunan bir ma-
gara, evi oldu. Babasinin sahip oldugu yata, jete ve hava-
yolu firmasma ragmen, Doug kendini ¢dp tenekelerinde
yiyecek ararken buldu.

Doug’un aradigi mutluluk stirekli kendisinden kagi-
yordu, ta ki bir “arayis¢1” dostun magarasinda biraktigi toz-
lu bir kitab1 bulup okuyana dek. Bundan sonra olanlar ancak
mugcize olarak agiklanabilir.
BINLERCESI KIRILACAK

Franz Hasel, 40 yasindaki bir pasifist, 6n cephelerde
kopriiler kuran Hitler’in seckin birligi 699. istihkim Bolii-
gtine atanmigtl. Dini inanci Ustleri tarafindan pek hos kar-
stlanmamusti. Kendisiyle “havug yiyen” ve “Incil okuyan”
diye alay edilmesine ragmen sonunda birliginin saygisini
kazanmust1.

Cevrelerindeki binlerce insan savasin dehsetine kurban
giderken onlar meleklerin kanatlar1 altindaydilar, hatta ba-
zen gergek anlamda. Bu, ne pahasina olursa olsun imanl
kalmay1 secen ve ytice Tanri’'nin golgesinde siginak bulan

aresiz bir ailenin yiirek paralayan gercek Sykiisiidiir. Nl ST
g yur p y g g y . siirdiirmeye ciiret eden”bir asker RQ&\%HLA
1

ve ailesinin nefes*ke®envoykiisii

ey 3 YETENEKLI ELLER
e » 4 Dr. Ben Carson, beyin cerrahisindeki umut olmayan
2 yere umut getiren yeniliklerle tiim diinyada taninmaktadir.
Yetenekli Eller’de, Detroit’in kenar mahallelerindeki ¢o-
cuklugundan baslayarak, otuz ii¢ yasinda Johns Hopkins
Saglik Kurumlari’nda pediatrik beyin cerrahisi sefligine
uzanan ilham verici macerasi anlatiliyor. Sizi, sayisiz hayat
kurtardigi ameliyathaneye gotiiren Ben Carson, goriiniirde
imkansiz olam basarmaya ¢alisan herkese 6rnek oluyor.
Etkileyici vaka tarihgeleriyle dolu olan bu goksatar ki-
~, tap, Ben Carson’un zorluklarin {istesinden gelme ¢abasimin
Ben Carson’i fykiisi, o, ve onu giiniimiiziin en biiyiik hayat kurtaricilarmdan biri
\-b \ yapan iman ile dehanin dramatik ve ayrintili dykiistinii an-
lattyor.




SEVGININ ZAFERI

Koétiiliigiin kaynagi, heniiz ¢oziileme-
mis bir sirdir. Neden kotiiliik var? Nereden
geliyor? Kotiiliigiin bir sonu olacak mi?
Bunlar yanitlanmasi gereken ¢ok o&nemli
sorulardir.

Biiylik miicadele, goriinen diinyay,
goriinmeyen diinyadan ayiran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu diinyanm tiim sakinlerinin
dahil oldugu dogaiistii savast gozler dniine
ermektedir.

Kitap, ugrunda savastiklari sey i¢in gok
onemli olan iki tarafin, iyinin ve kdtiiniin
arasinda gegen evrensel savasin nasil basla-
digindan ve nasil sonlandirilacagindan bah-
setmektedir. Gegmisten, simdiki zamandan
ve gelecekten soz etmekte, cok dokunakli
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyartyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitab1 okurken, sanki Tanr1 ile r6-
portaj yaptyormus hissine kapilacaksiniz.

Giiizel oldugu kadar sok edici bir yolcu-
luga ¢ikmaya hazirlanin. Okuduktan sonra
artik ayni kisi olmayacaksiniz.

YENi GOZLERLE GORMEK

Pek cok seyi gorebilmek igin, kisinin YE“i Gﬁll““.i :

gozleri acik olmalidir. Fakat Allah ile dyle o :

degil. Gozlerinizi ¢ok fazla acarsaniz ya da G 0 n M EK
cok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz, O’nu gor- _
diigiiniizii diistintirken aslinda O’nu goz-
den kacirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da
bu hatay1 yapariz. Allah’t gérmeyi umarak
insanlara bakariz. Dinlere bakariz. Hatta
aynaya bakariz. Kacinilmaz olarak da hayal
kirikhigina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha
giizel bir resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan
Allah’tan donmiistiir, ¢linkii O’nu bir kiside
ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini sanmis- :
lar... ve agikgast gordiiklerinden hoslanma- TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERGEK GUZELLiGi

muglardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah TY GIBSON

hakkindadir.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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