Life Chan

Study Series

Spiritual Gifts and Ministries

In our lesson on Spiritual Disciplines we saw that God gives to the
church the gift of spiritual discernment. This is given to the church
so that the believers can understand what things are appropriate and
what things are not appropriate, for example in the area of music. But
discernment is needed also in the area of doctrine because false teachers
will arise with clever deceptions. How will the believers understand
if a new doctrine is in harmony with the Scriptures? Of course they
will investigate the Scriptures but while doing so the believers must
discern the truth in the Scriptures.
There is a right way and a wrong
way to interpret the word (2 Timothy
2:15). The gift of discernment is by
no means the only gift God gives to
the church. God has equipped the
church for service to Him and to the
world. In this lesson we will look at
the gifts God gives to the church,
what their purpose is, and how they
should and should not be used.
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@ Q1. What gift does God give the new believer? Read Acts 2:38.
A.

The Holy Spirit is referred to as a gift of God.

Q2. If the Holy Spirit is in us, what precious privilege do we enjoy?
Read Romans 8:9-11.

A.

According to these texts, the Spirit of God is also the Spirit of Christ.
If the Spirit of God lives in you, Christ lives in you and you belong to
Christ. You have assurance that as God raised Christ from the dead, He
will also raise you from the dead. Furthermore, even while in this world,
you have the power of the Spirit of God living in you. What greater gift
can be given? Yet God does more.

Q3. What does God give to every believer? Read Ephesians 4:7, 8
and 1 Corinthians 12:7.

A.

It is important to notice that the gifts are not given as a competition or
show to see who the Lord blessed with what gift. The gifts are given to
profit everyone.

Q4. What are some of the gifts the Spirit gives to the church? Read
1 Corinthians 12:4-10.

A.

@ Q5. Do we choose what gift we get? Read 1 Corinthians 12:11-12,
27-30.

A.

The church is the body of Christ and the Holy Spirit chooses who gets



what gift.

@ Q6. What is the purpose of the gifts? Read Ephesians 4:11-16.
A.

Every believer has a responsibility for the building up and proper
function of the entire group of believers which is spiritually called the
body of Christ. As the gifts we have are different, we have different
roles or functions in the group of believers. All are to participate in
building up the body of Christ which is also known as the congregation
also sometimes referred to as the church.

Q7. Are there certain things that every believer must do
regardless of the gifts they have? Read James 1:27.

A.

Every believer has the responsibility to maintain their relationship with
Christ through faith and to exercise the spiritual disciplines that keep
us connected to the Vine. Every believer is called to serve God and
man with their whole heart and shun the foolishness of worldliness. The
existence of various spiritual gifts does not cancel our duty to God or
man in areas that we might not particularly excel in but are still part of
the Christian life. For example, someone may be particularly gifted in
the area of helps, but that does not mean he or she is the only one who
must clean the church! When Jerusalem was in ruins, all the people
worked together to rebuild it (Nehemiah 2:17, 18). Likewise in the
church, let all hands work together.

Q8. How do we discover what gift we have? Read Exodus 31:1-7;
and Acts 6:1-7.

A.




We see that the congregation of believers recognizes spirituality and
talents as people work and live together. In order for you to discover your
gifts you need to be actively doing something! You may try different
tasks and see that God has particularly blessed you in some ways and
not in others. Do not be discouraged if you cannot do some things well.
God gave other people gifts too and they may be different from yours.
You cannot discover your gifts in inactivity. Go to work for God!

@ Q9. What are we to do with our gift? Read 1 Peter 4:10-11.
A.

By all means, use it!

Q10. What happens to those who don't use their gifts? Read
Matthew 25:14-30.

A.

@ QI11. What is the greatest gift? Read 1 Corinthians 12:28-13:13.
A.

When Paul was talking about the spiritual gifts he showed the Corinthians
a more excellent way. He spoke about the gift of self-sacrificing love.
This is the gift above all gifts and the gift that each believer is to have and
exercise or else all the other gifts they possess are nothing. It is this gift
in the church, when manifested, that will show the world that we have
the truth. Jesus said, "By this all will know that you are My disciples,
if you have love for one another" (John 13:35). Self-sacrificing love is
not born of man. It is a gift from above (James 1:17).

@ Q12. Can spiritual gifts be misused? Read 1 Corinthians 14:17-28.
A.

The gift of speaking in foreign languages was given to some of the



believers in Corinth. Apparently some of them tried to make this gift
appear as the most important of the gifts. Paul instructed the believers
that this was not the case. Even today there are those who put forward
the idea that speaking unintelligible sounds is really an unknown
language given by the Holy Spirit. We know that the gift of tongues
is not manifest this way because in verse 21 we see that God would
speak to people with other languages and yet they would not obey to
the message. They have to understand the message to reject it. We saw
this miracle on the day of Pentecost when the people said, "How hear
we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?" (Acts 2:8).
Some others even put forward the idea that unless you have the gift of
tongues you have not received the gift of the Holy Spirit. We see that
this cannot be true because Paul said in 1 Corinthians 12:30, "Do all
speak with tongues?" The Greek grammar demonstrates that the answer
to this question is, "No."

@ Q13. What other abuse of spiritual gifts does the Bible warn about?
Read 1 Corinthians 9:16 and 1 Peter 5:1-6.

A.

The apostle warned the elders of the church not to be a lord over the
people but to lead by example. Jesus said, "You know that the rulers of
the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority
over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to
become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires
to be first among you, let him be your slave-- just as the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many" (Matthew 20:25-28). This is a very different leadership style
than we usually see.
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"Resat!" the voice bellowed from the glass-walled office at the end of
the corridor. ""Get in here. Now!"

Resat's blood pressure soared as he made his way to his "new'" boss's
office. Cetin Bey was not really new in the sense that Resat had not
known him before. Resat had actually trained Cetin Bey in all the ways
of the company. However Cetin Bey was the company owner's new
son-in-law. He hadn't known anything about the printing business
when he joined the company two years ago.

Resat entered the office and said, ' Yes, sir?"’
"What is the meaning of this?"’
"What is that?"

"What do you mean, what is that? Did you order pens for the office
from the office supply?”

"Why, yes sir. The pens were all out.”

"Why didn't you get permission from me before ordering? Who do
you think you are?"

""Cetin Bey, you know that I always take care of the office supplies.
When they run out, I get new ones. It was such a small matter, I didn't
think I should disturb you for such a thing."

"That's right. You didn't think! I do the thinking around here. You
just do what I tell you. Understood?"

"Understood. It won't happen again."”

With red face Resat made his way back to his desk and sat down. He
just sat there twirling his pen between his fingers. When the helper
came with tea for him, he turned it down. The helper was shocked



because Resat never turned down tea. ""What happened?' she thought.

Resat's fingers were still shaking from the adrenaline pumping
through his body. He thought,

"Why should the whole business slow down because of the ego of one
man? No one can do anything without getting permission. There is no
creativity, no progress, no development or even good production. Just
like soldiers we receive orders and obey. 'Do not think!' the man said
to me. Where are we going as a people with that kind of mentality?”

“Position, position, position. Everything is about position. In the home,
it was my dad. In the school, it was the teacher and for the teacher it
was the principal. And now here in the work place it is the boss. In
every place it was about kingship. Whoever is king makes the rules
and everybody carries out their wishes. Nobody thinks, nobody dares
make a suggestion. No one asks a question or investigates. There can
only be one person who thinks. It is the king.”

Still sulking Resat thought, “Cetin Bey is not even good at what he
does. He is a terrible decision-maker. It doesn't matter. He is the boss.
No matter how much money they lose or how stupid the decision, in
the end it won't matter. He is the boss and we obey. We go like sheep to
the slaughter. The thing about it, Cetin Bey was at least humble when
I was training him. But as soon as he became the boss...Woah! now he
knows everything and listens to nothing. He is the king."

The church cannot be established or run on the same polluted motives
of power that we see at work in the world. It must have a different basis.
The gift of leadership is given to men, not to make them kings, but
to make them servants of the group. As Abraham showed humility in
letting his nephew Lot choose which land he would settle, so leaders in
Christ's church are to show humility by both service and fostering the
spiritual growth and the use of the spiritual gifts of others. This is true
leadership, providing an environment where all the gifts of the Spirit are
working together in the church which is the body of Christ.



@ Q14. What do you think your spiritual gifts are? In what ways can
you use them in the congregation of believers that would be
beneficial?

A.

Call to commitment through prayer.



RUHLAR DUNYASINA YOLCULUK
"Kabul et Morneau, kendi kendinin efendisi
n “ " l nn degilsin. Keske Oyle olsaydin, ama degilsin. Ruhlar
= sana biitlinliyle sahipler ve bunu ne kadar ¢abuk kabul
n “ “vns I NA edersen o kadar iyi durumda olacaksin.” Roland hizla
vo I.c “ I. “ K zemini adimlamaya, ellerini ovusturmaya basladi.
“Sana soyleyecegim seyi kadim bir dostumdan
ziyade bir diismana sOylemeyi tercih ederdim.”
O esnada oda sicak olmamasina ragmen ¢ok fazla
terliyordu. “Morneau, gilinlerin sayili — seni efendiden
uzaklastirmaktan sorumlu olan o geng ¢iftin de dyle.
Benimle birlikte basrahibi gérmeye gel. O, ruhlarin
hosnutlugunu yeniden kazanmani saglayacak ve her sey
ROGER J. MORNEAU yoluna girecek. Boylece hi¢ kimse zarar gormeyecek.”

Iste Roger Morneau’nun satanizmin dehset verici
diinyasindan ilahi miidahaleyle kurtulusunun 6ykiisii.

KADINLAR ICiN RAB'BIN VAATLERI
KADINLAR IGIN
Tutulmayan sozler ailelerin dagilmasina, evliliklerin
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yikilmasina, arkadasliklarin bitmesine ve hayatlarin RAB’BIN
mahvolmasma neden oluyor. Fakat insanligin verdi- m ATEEM

gi sozleri tutamamalarinin meydana getirdigi kargasa
igerisinde, soziinii kesin olarak tutan Biri var. Allah!

Bozulan bir iligkinin, dostlugun, kariyerin, veya
mahvolan bir yasamin etkilerini hissediyorsaniz,
bu kitabi ag¢in ve Allah’in sizi sevdigini, sizin i¢in
en iyiyi istedigini ve O’na gilivenirseniz hayati-
nizdaki bozulan seyleri diizeltecegini hatirlayin.

YENi GOZLERLE GORMEK

YENI GOZLERLE Pek ¢ok seyi gorebilmek icin, kisinin gozleri agik
D olmalhdir. Fakat Allah ile 6yle degil. Gozlerinizi ¢ok
G“BMEK fazla acarsaniz ya da c¢ok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz,
: O’nu gordiiglintizii diisiintirken aslinda O’nu gozden
kacirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da bu hatay1 yapa-
r1iz. Allah’1t gérmeyi umarak insanlara bakariz. Dinlere
bakariz. Hatta aynaya bakariz. Kac¢inilmaz olarak da ha-
yal kirikligina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha giizel bir

resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan Allah’tan donmiistiir,
clinkii O’nu bir kiside ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini

TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERCEK GUZELLIGI

TY GIBSON sanmislar... ve agikgast gordiiklerinden hoslanmamis-
lardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah hakkindadir.




SEVGININ ZAFERI

Koétiiliigiin kaynagi, heniiz ¢oziileme-
mis bir sirdir. Neden kotiiliik var? Nereden

geliyor? Kotiiliigiin bir sonu olacak mi?
Bunlar yanitlanmasi gereken ¢ok &nemli
sorulardir.
Biiylik miicadele, goriinen diinyayi,
goriinmeyen diinyadan ayiran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu diinyanm tiim sakinlerinin
dahil oldugu dogaiistii savasi gozler dniine
ermektedir.
Kitap, ugrunda savastiklari sey i¢in gok
onemli olan iki tarafin, iyinin ve kdotiiniin
arasinda gegen evrensel savasin nasil basla-
digindan ve nasil sonlandirilacagindan bah-
setmektedir. Gegmisten, simdiki zamandan
ve gelecekten soz etmekte, cok dokunakli
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyartyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitab1 okurken, sanki Tanr1 ile r6-
portaj yaptyormus hissine kapilacaksiniz.

Giizel oldugu kadar sok edici bir yolcu-
luga ¢ikmaya hazirlanin. Okuduktan sonra
artik ayni kisi olmayacaksiniz.

BEREKET DAGI'NDAN DUSUNCELER

Incil’de imanin temel degerlerini olusturan ve
ozetleyen iki klasik kabul edilebilecek metin var-
dir. Dagdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duasi olarak bilinen
bu metinlerin ikisi de Matta Incili’nin baslarinda
bulunur. “Sag yanagina tokat atana sol yanagini
da cevir,” “Diismanlarimizi sevin, size zulmeden-
ler i¢in dua edin” gibi sarsic1 ve diinyevi degerlere
ve durumlara ters diisen dgretiler Isa Mesih tara-
findan Dagdaki Vaaz’da dile getirilmistir.

Giinliik hayatta, edebiyat eserlerinde, filmlerde
sik¢a karsimiza ¢ikan Dagdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in
Duasi, Ellen G. White’in kaleme aldig1 Bereket
Dagi’ndan Diisiinceler adli bu kitapta detayli bir
sekilde aciklaniyor. Bu kitab1 okuduktan sonra
Dagdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duasi’ni anlamakla
kalmayacak ayni1 zamanda Rabb’in S6zii’ni te-
mel degerlerini de kavramis olacaksiniz.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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