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Study Series

Unity in the Body of Christ

ould you ever think about purposely hurting a part of your

body? Of course not, our bodies are the most important part of
our existence. Without them, we couldn’t walk, work, love, eat, sleep,
or drink. Our bodies are an amazing work of art that only a loving,
organized and perfect God could create. Each part fits together and
compliments the other in perfect unity. The hand grips the glass, the
arm pulls the hand up to our mouth, our mouth takes in the water,
our throat muscles open and allow the water to flow down our
esophagus, our stomach and intestines
absorb the water, and our blood takes
its vital nutrients throughout the body,
nourishing the cells so that the whole
process can be repeated. Although we
can live without an arm, leg, eyes, or
ears, none of us would choose that type
of existence. None of us would say,
“Well my eyes are more important than
my ears, so I will just chop them off.”
The sheer thought of this is absurd.
So what does this have to do with the
follower of Jesus?
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In our last lesson we saw that Paul referred to Jesus’ followers as a body,
knit together and dependent upon each other. Just as the parts of the
body work together in perfect harmony and unity, Jesus wants us to not
only work together but to be one (Read John 17:22).

@ Q1. Why does Jesus want us to be one? Read Psalms 133:1.
A.

Jesus wants us to be one because it is good. Moreover, it is beautiful.
But there are other reasons.

@ Q2. What relationship do God and Jesus have? Read John 10:30.
A.

Not only is being one good and beautiful, it is the essence of Jesus and
God’s relationship. God and Jesus are one. They live in perfect harmony
and unity.

@ Q3. How are God and Jesus one? Read John 5:30 and 10:14, 15.
A.

Jesus said that everything He thinks and does is in alignment with
God. There isn’t one single thing that they think differently about. If
Jesus forgives someone’s sins, God forgives that person's sins too. If
Jesus judges someone and punishes him or her, God makes the same
judgment. In short, Jesus and God have unity in thought, purpose, and
action. All of which are rooted in the purest love imaginable.

@ Q4. What did Jesus want for us? Read John 17:20-23.
A.

Jesus prayed that we would be just like Him and the Father, united in
purpose, thought, and action. In fact, our unity is a sign of our being a
follower of Jesus.
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@ Q5. What do you think is the foundation of unity?
A.

Q6. How will people know if we are followers of Jesus? Read
John 13:34, 35.

A.

The basis of our unity is pure, unadulterated love! If we have love for
one another, we will have real unity. You can’t have one without the
other.

jiﬁ”’ Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16) “\?;’?:

When the group was studying this subject, they paused here to reflect
on what they had just read. They attempted to answer many questions.
For example, how does God’s actions show He is love? Is it possible
to have love in your heart without God in your life? What does love
typically look like in their families, neighborhoods, country, and
culture?

For the last several weeks, Mert’s friend, Yusuf, had been attending
with his girlfriend Ece. Even though he highly valued Mert’s
friendship and noticed a big difference in his overall attitude, Yusuf
originally came out of curiosity. But he surprised himself when he
came the second and third times. It was as if he was attracted to
something, something he couldn’t see but could definitely feel. During
the conversation, he realized what he was feeling and began to share.

“I hope you aren’t offended Mert, but I originally came to the group
because I was curious. I wanted to see what a Bible study and Christian
prayer looked like. I also wanted to see what you thought about Jesus,
considering what I have been told my whole life. In all honesty, I also
didn’t want to hurt Mert’s feelings when he invited me. I figured that
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I would just come once or twice and then tell him I wasn’t interested.
But something unexplainable happened. My curiosity to come actually
turned into a desire. 1 felt like if I didn’t come something would be
missing from my life, something that had never been there before,
at least not in the same way. Anyway, at first I didn’t know what that
something was. But I think I finally figured it out.

Yusuf leaned forward and said with even more expression, “That
thing was us: me, Ece, Mert, Fatma Teyze, Mehmet Hoca, Ekrem Abi,
Filiz Abla, Tiirkan Teyze, Giil and also Resat Abi and Afife Abla even
though they aren’t here tonight. Well, not exactly “us.” It was the
group dynamic, the connection, the feeling of togetherness, and the
community. But more importantly, it was the thing behind all of those.
It was the love! Now I see why.”

Fatma, Mehmet, and the others could sense the genuineness of Yusuf’s
comments. Without hesitation, Fatma stood up, walked over to Yusuf,
and gave him a big hug saying, “Ah my love.”

Yusuf smiled and continued, “We throw the word “love” around way
too much. We say, ‘I love baklava or borek.’ We tell our girlfriends and
boyfriends, ‘I love you.’ Sadly, many of us guys talk about our love
for Fenerbahge, Besiktas, and Galatasaray more than our love for
God. But here, in this group, I feel like I have finally found the true
meaning of love and that real love isn’t possible without God in my
life. I don’t mean a part of my life, I mean ‘in’ my life.”

“I couldn’t agree more!” Mert confided.

“Don’t get me wrong, I am not saying we are all perfect and we
certainly haven’t agreed on everything we have discussed. But we
are discussing, praying for understanding, and staying together.
Do you know how many times I have seen people separate after a
disagreement? Do you know how many times I have seen people hold
grudges and never talk again?” Yusuf asked.
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“Way too much!” Tiirkan mumbled.

Ece, who hadn’t spoken in the conversations of the group at all since
she began coming with Yusuf said, “I’ve noticed a change in you.”

“There is only one thing that makes what we are doing possible: love,
our love for God and each other. The question I want to ask is, is it
possible to have the community that Jesus’ disciples had? Is it possible
to be united in love like Jesus and God are? If so, what do we need to
do?” Yusuf asked searching for real answers.

“I have wondered that myself,” Ekrem said. “Let’s keep reading the
Bible and find out!” (To be Continued)

Q7. How can we show love for one another and thus have unity?
Read 1 Corinthians 1:10.

A.

Unity is the opposite of division. If we want the unity that Jesus has with
the Father, we need to have the same thoughts and outlook. Some might
ask, “How can so many people who have different opinions have the
same thoughts and outlook?”” Well the reality is that in Christ, we are no
longer separate individuals as much as we are a body.

@ Q8. What are the believers? Read 1 Corinthians 12:27.
A.

The followers of Jesus are His body. We are His hands, feet, arms, eyes,
and ears. We are His representatives on this earth both individually and
collectively. Paul said the same thing in the book of Romans.

@ Q9. Do all members of the body have the same job? Read
Romans 12:4, 5.

A.
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It would be quite silly to expect that an arm would do the work of a foot.
God made the arm to do the work of an arm. Likewise He made the foot
to do its own work. Should we expect all members of the body of Christ
to do the same work? Most certainly not! But we should expect each
member to do the work that God appointed him to do and to work in
such a way that he supports the work of others.

Q10. Are we united in pain and suffering? How about joy? Read
1 Corinthians 12:25, 26.

A.

Are you starting to get a picture of what Jesus expects from us? When
a brother or sister in Christ is suffering, we feel his pain. We can’t
continue to go on with life knowing that he is hurt. We struggle with
him in prayer and do all we can to help him. Likewise, when a brother
or sister does something well, we rejoice together.

When a football player scores a goal does everyone praise his foot? No,
they praise the player and then they start chanting for the team. God has
given each of us gifts and abilities to be used to further His kingdom.
When one of us does something extraordinary or uses his God-given
talents to minister to others, we should thank him and rejoice as a body.
In short, each individual success is a success for the whole body.

QI1. Is there a distinction in race or nationality in the body of
Christ? Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 and Galatians 3:28.

A.

The identity of a Christian is found in Jesus Christ. Whether we are
Turks, Greeks, Koreans, Russians, Americans, or Africans is secondary.
We are followers of Jesus Christ, individual members from all nations,
tribes, tongues, and peoples who make up a multicultural and multi-
talented body. We are all equal in God’s sight, no one is superior to
another. In truth, the body of Christ is a new creature, something that
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never existed before Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

Q12. What do we become in Jesus Christ? Read 2 Corinthians
5:16-17.

A.

When we become a follower of Jesus we also become a new creature.
We are no longer the people we were before we believed in Him, both
individually and collectively. It is as if our old person dies and we
become someone new.

@ Q13. What do we do as a result of the old man dying? Read
Colossians 3:9-15; 1 Peter 3:8, 9 and Philippians 2:1-5.

A.

As new creatures, both individually and collectively, we act mercifully,
kindly, humbly, meekly, honestly, and lovingly towards one another.
We forgive others and ask for forgiveness. We don’t hold grudges or try
to get revenge. We don’t harbor feelings of jealousy and we definitely
don’t lie, not even little pink ones. On the contrary, we speak the truth in
love and let the peace of Christ reign in our hearts. These are actions of
love that will make Jesus’ desire for our unity a reality. They are actions
that will bind us together. Read Ephesians 4:14-16.

The followers of Jesus Christ are one body united in love, action,
purpose, and thought. We are the fulfillment of God’s original promise
to Abraham that He would make his seed into a great nation, which was
accomplished through Jesus Christ (Read Galatians 3:27-29). Do you
want to be an heir to that promise? Do you want to be a member of that
body?

A.
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Fatma closed her Bible and looked at everyone in the room, “Yusuf,
do you feel like your question about whether or not we can be united
in love like Jesus and God was answered?”

“Most definitely!” he responded.
“Mert, Giil, mom, do you all want to be a part of the body of Christ?”
“Of course,” they simultaneously replied while nodding their heads.

“I propose that we all agree, right here and now, that we will strive
to love one another; that we will help and support one another in our
spiritual walk,” Fatma said.

“Let’s seal our decision with prayer,” Mehmet said as he looked at
Ece, Ekrem and Filiz.

“Okay,” they all agreed.

Call to commitment through prayer.

For further study read: Ephesians 4:1-6.



SEVGININ ZAFERI

Koétiiliigiin kaynagi, heniiz ¢oziileme-
mis bir sirdir. Neden kotiiliik var? Nereden

geliyor? Kotiiliigiin bir sonu olacak mi?
Bunlar yanitlanmasi gereken ¢ok o&nemli
sorulardir.
Biiylik miicadele, goriinen diinyay,
goriinmeyen diinyadan ayiran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu diinyanm tiim sakinlerinin
dahil oldugu dogaiistii savast gozler dniine
ermektedir.
Kitap, ugrunda savastiklari sey i¢in gok
onemli olan iki tarafin, iyinin ve kdtiiniin
arasinda gegen evrensel savasin nasil basla-
digindan ve nasil sonlandirilacagindan bah-
setmektedir. Gegmisten, simdiki zamandan
ve gelecekten soz etmekte, cok dokunakli
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyartyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitab1 okurken, sanki Tanr1 ile r6-
portaj yaptyormus hissine kapilacaksiniz.

Giizel oldugu kadar sok edici bir yolcu-
luga ¢ikmaya hazirlanin. Okuduktan sonra
artik ayni kisi olmayacaksiniz.

BEREKET DAGI'NDAN DUSUNCELER

Incil’de imanin temel degerlerini olusturan ve
ozetleyen iki klasik kabul edilebilecek metin var-
dir. Dagdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duasi olarak bilinen
bu metinlerin ikisi de Matta Incili’nin baslarinda
bulunur. “Sag yanagina tokat atana sol yanagini
da cevir,” “Diismanlarimizi sevin, size zulmeden-
ler i¢in dua edin” gibi sarsic1 ve diinyevi degerlere
ve durumlara ters diisen dgretiler Isa Mesih tara-
findan Dagdaki Vaaz’da dile getirilmistir.

Giinliik hayatta, edebiyat eserlerinde, filmlerde
sik¢a karsimiza ¢ikan Dagdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in
Duasi, Ellen G. White’in kaleme aldig1 Bereket
Dagi’ndan Diisiinceler adli bu kitapta detayli bir
sekilde aciklaniyor. Bu kitab1 okuduktan sonra
Dagdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duasi’ni anlamakla
kalmayacak ayn1 zamanda Rabb’in S6zii’ni te-
mel degerlerini de kavramis olacaksiniz.




RUHLAR DUNYASINA YOLCULUK
"Kabul et Morneau, kendi kendinin efendisi
n “ “ l nn degilsin. Keske Oyle olsaydin, ama degilsin. Ruhlar
== sana biitlinliyle sahipler ve bunu ne kadar ¢abuk kabul
n “ N vns I N n edersen o kadar iyi durumda olacaksin.” Roland hizla
vn I.G“I.“K zemini adimlamaya, ellerini ovusturmaya basladi.
“Sana soyleyecegim seyi kadim bir dostumdan
ziyade bir diismana sOylemeyi tercih ederdim.”
O esnada oda sicak olmamasina ragmen ¢ok fazla
terliyordu. “Morneau, gilinlerin sayili — seni efendiden
uzaklastirmaktan sorumlu olan o geng ¢iftin de dyle.
Benimle birlikte basrahibi gérmeye gel. O, ruhlarin
hosnutlugunu yeniden kazanmani saglayacak ve her sey
yoluna girecek. Boylece hi¢ kimse zarar gormeyecek.”

Iste Roger Morneau’nun satanizmin dehset verici
diinyasindan ilahi miidahaleyle kurtulusunun 6ykiisii.

ROGER J. MORNEAU

KADINLAR ICiN RAB'BIN VAATLERI
KADINLAR IGIN
Tutulmayan sozler ailelerin dagilmasina, evliliklerin
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yikilmasina, arkadasliklarin bitmesine ve hayatlarin RAB’BIN
mahvolmasma neden oluyor. Fakat insanligin verdi- m ATEEM

gi sozleri tutamamalarinin meydana getirdigi kargasa
igerisinde, soziinii kesin olarak tutan Biri var. Allah!

Bozulan bir iligkinin, dostlugun, kariyerin, veya
mahvolan bir yasamin etkilerini hissediyorsaniz,
bu kitabi ag¢in ve Allah’in sizi sevdigini, sizin i¢in
en iyiyi istedigini ve O’na gilivenirseniz hayati-
nizdaki bozulan seyleri diizeltecegini hatirlayin.

YENi GOZLERLE GORMEK

YENI GOZLERLE Pek ¢ok seyi gorebilmek icin, kisinin gozleri agik
D olmalhdir. Fakat Allah ile 6yle degil. Gozlerinizi ¢ok
G“BMEK fazla acarsaniz ya da c¢ok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz,
: O’nu gordiiglintizii diisiintirken aslinda O’nu gozden
kacirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da bu hatay1 yapa-
r1iz. Allah’1t gérmeyi umarak insanlara bakariz. Dinlere
bakariz. Hatta aynaya bakariz. Kac¢inilmaz olarak da ha-
yal kirikligina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha giizel bir

resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan Allah’tan donmiistiir,
clinkii O’nu bir kiside ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini

TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERCEK GUZELLIGI

TY GIBSON sanmislar... ve agikgast gordiiklerinden hoslanmamis-
lardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah hakkindadir.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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