
Lesson 13

Would you ever think about purposely hurting a part of your 
body? Of course not, our bodies are the most important part of 

our existence. Without them, we couldn’t walk, work, love, eat, sleep, 
or drink. Our bodies are an amazing work of art that only a loving, 
organized and perfect God could create. Each part fits together and 
compliments the other in perfect unity. The hand grips the glass, the 
arm pulls the hand up to our mouth, our mouth takes in the water, 
our throat muscles open and allow the water to flow down our 

esophagus, our stomach and intestines 
absorb the water, and our blood takes 
its vital nutrients throughout the body, 
nourishing the cells so that the whole 
process can be repeated. Although we 
can live without an arm, leg, eyes, or 
ears, none of us would choose that type 
of existence. None of us would say, 
“Well my eyes are more important than 
my ears, so I will just chop them off.” 
The sheer thought of this is absurd. 
So what does this have to do with the 
follower of Jesus? 
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In our last lesson we saw that Paul referred to Jesus’ followers as a body, 
knit together and dependent upon each other. Just as the parts of the 
body work together in perfect harmony and unity, Jesus wants us to not 
only work together but to be one (Read John 17:22).

?  Q1. Why does Jesus want us to be one? Read Psalms 133:1.

A.__________________________________________________

Jesus wants us to be one because it is good. Moreover, it is beautiful. 
But there are other reasons.

?  Q2. What relationship do God and Jesus have? Read John 10:30.

A.__________________________________________________

Not only is being one good and beautiful, it is the essence of Jesus and 
God’s relationship. God and Jesus are one. They live in perfect harmony 
and unity. 

?  Q3. How are God and Jesus one? Read John 5:30 and 10:14, 15. 

A.__________________________________________________

Jesus said that everything He thinks and does is in alignment with 
God. There isn’t one single thing that they think differently about. If 
Jesus forgives someone’s sins, God forgives that person's sins too. If 
Jesus judges someone and punishes him or her, God makes the same 
judgment. In short, Jesus and God have unity in thought, purpose, and 
action. All of which are rooted in the purest love imaginable.

?  Q4. What did Jesus want for us? Read John 17:20-23. 

A.__________________________________________________

Jesus prayed that we would be just like Him and the Father, united in 
purpose, thought, and action. In fact, our unity is a sign of our being a 
follower of Jesus. 
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?  Q5. What do you think is the foundation of unity?

A.__________________________________________________

?  Q6. How will people know if we are followers of Jesus? Read 
John 13:34, 35.

A.__________________________________________________

The basis of our unity is pure, unadulterated love! If we have love for 
one another, we will have real unity. You can’t have one without the 
other. 

When the group was studying this subject, they paused here to reflect 
on what they had just read. They attempted to answer many questions. 
For example, how does God’s actions show He is love? Is it possible 
to have love in your heart without God in your life? What does love 
typically look like in their families, neighborhoods, country, and 
culture? 

For the last several weeks, Mert’s friend, Yusuf, had been attending 
with his girlfriend Ece. Even though he highly valued Mert’s 
friendship and noticed a big difference in his overall attitude, Yusuf 
originally came out of curiosity. But he surprised himself when he 
came the second and third times. It was as if he was attracted to 
something, something he couldn’t see but could definitely feel. During 
the conversation, he realized what he was feeling and began to share.

“I hope you aren’t offended Mert, but I originally came to the group 
because I was curious. I wanted to see what a Bible study and Christian 
prayer looked like. I also wanted to see what you thought about Jesus, 
considering what I have been told my whole life. In all honesty, I also 
didn’t want to hurt Mert’s feelings when he invited me. I figured that 
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I would just come once or twice and then tell him I wasn’t interested. 
But something unexplainable happened. My curiosity to come actually 
turned into a desire. I felt like if I didn’t come something would be 
missing from my life, something that had never been there before, 
at least not in the same way. Anyway, at first I didn’t know what that 
something was. But I think I finally figured it out.

Yusuf leaned forward and said with even more expression, “That 
thing was us: me, Ece, Mert, Fatma Teyze, Mehmet Hoca, Ekrem Abi, 
Filiz Abla, Türkan Teyze, Gül and also Reşat Abi and Afife Abla even 
though they aren’t here tonight. Well, not exactly “us.” It was the 
group dynamic, the connection, the feeling of togetherness, and the 
community. But more importantly, it was the thing behind all of those. 
It was the love! Now I see why.”

Fatma, Mehmet, and the others could sense the genuineness of Yusuf’s 
comments. Without hesitation, Fatma stood up, walked over to Yusuf, 
and gave him a big hug saying, “Ah my love.”

Yusuf smiled and continued, “We throw the word “love” around way 
too much. We say, ‘I love baklava or börek.’ We tell our girlfriends and 
boyfriends, ‘I love you.’ Sadly, many of us guys talk about our love 
for Fenerbahçe, Beşiktaş, and Galatasaray more than our love for 
God. But here, in this group, I feel like I have finally found the true 
meaning of love and that real love isn’t possible without God in my 
life. I don’t mean a part of my life, I mean ‘in’ my life.” 

“I couldn’t agree more!” Mert confided.

“Don’t get me wrong, I am not saying we are all perfect and we 
certainly haven’t agreed on everything we have discussed. But we 
are discussing, praying for understanding, and staying together. 
Do you know how many times I have seen people separate after a 
disagreement? Do you know how many times I have seen people hold 
grudges and never talk again?” Yusuf asked. 
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“Way too much!” Türkan mumbled.

Ece, who hadn’t spoken in the conversations of the group at all since 
she began coming with Yusuf said, “I’ve noticed a change in you.”

“There is only one thing that makes what we are doing possible: love, 
our love for God and each other. The question I want to ask is, is it 
possible to have the community that Jesus’ disciples had? Is it possible 
to be united in love like Jesus and God are? If so, what do we need to 
do?” Yusuf asked searching for real answers.

“I have wondered that myself,” Ekrem said. “Let’s keep reading the 
Bible and find out!” (To be Continued)

?   Q7. How can we show love for one another and thus have unity?
Read 1 Corinthians 1:10.

A.__________________________________________________

Unity is the opposite of division. If we want the unity that Jesus has with 
the Father, we need to have the same thoughts and outlook. Some might 
ask, “How can so many people who have different opinions have the 
same thoughts and outlook?” Well the reality is that in Christ, we are no 
longer separate individuals as much as we are a body. 

?  Q8. What are the believers? Read 1 Corinthians 12:27. 

A.__________________________________________________

The followers of Jesus are His body. We are His hands, feet, arms, eyes, 
and ears. We are His representatives on this earth both individually and 
collectively. Paul said the same thing in the book of Romans.

?   Q9. Do all members of the body have the same job? Read 
Romans 12:4, 5.

A.__________________________________________________
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It would be quite silly to expect that an arm would do the work of a foot. 
God made the arm to do the work of an arm. Likewise He made the foot 
to do its own work. Should we expect all members of the body of Christ 
to do the same work? Most certainly not! But we should expect each 
member to do the work that God appointed him to do and to work in 
such a way that he supports the work of others.

?  Q10. Are we united in pain and suffering? How about joy? Read
1 Corinthians 12:25, 26.

A.__________________________________________________

Are you starting to get a picture of what Jesus expects from us? When 
a brother or sister in Christ is suffering, we feel his pain. We can’t 
continue to go on with life knowing that he is hurt. We struggle with 
him in prayer and do all we can to help him. Likewise, when a brother 
or sister does something well, we rejoice together. 

When a football player scores a goal does everyone praise his foot? No, 
they praise the player and then they start chanting for the team. God has 
given each of us gifts and abilities to be used to further His kingdom. 
When one of us does something extraordinary or uses his God-given 
talents to minister to others, we should thank him and rejoice as a body. 
In short, each individual success is a success for the whole body. 

?  Q11. Is there a distinction in race or nationality in the body of 
Christ? Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 and Galatians 3:28.

A.__________________________________________________

The identity of a Christian is found in Jesus Christ. Whether we are 
Turks, Greeks, Koreans, Russians, Americans, or Africans is secondary. 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, individual members from all nations, 
tribes, tongues, and peoples who make up a multicultural and multi-
talented body. We are all equal in God’s sight, no one is superior to 
another. In truth, the body of Christ is a new creature, something that 
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never existed before Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

?   Q12. What do we become in Jesus Christ? Read 2 Corinthians 
5:16-17. 

A.__________________________________________________

When we become a follower of Jesus we also become a new creature. 
We are no longer the people we were before we believed in Him, both 
individually and collectively. It is as if our old person dies and we 
become someone new.

?  Q13. What do we do as a result of the old man dying? Read 
Colossians 3:9-15; 1 Peter 3:8, 9 and Philippians 2:1-5.

A.__________________________________________________

As new creatures, both individually and collectively, we act mercifully, 
kindly, humbly, meekly, honestly, and lovingly towards one another. 
We forgive others and ask for forgiveness. We don’t hold grudges or try 
to get revenge. We don’t harbor feelings of jealousy and we definitely 
don’t lie, not even little pink ones. On the contrary, we speak the truth in 
love and let the peace of Christ reign in our hearts. These are actions of 
love that will make Jesus’ desire for our unity a reality. They are actions 
that will bind us together. Read Ephesians 4:14-16.

The followers of Jesus Christ are one body united in love, action, 
purpose, and thought. We are the fulfillment of God’s original promise 
to Abraham that He would make his seed into a great nation, which was 
accomplished through Jesus Christ (Read Galatians 3:27-29). Do you 
want to be an heir to that promise? Do you want to be a member of that 
body?

A.__________________________________________________
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Fatma closed her Bible and looked at everyone in the room, “Yusuf, 
do you feel like your question about whether or not we can be united 
in love like Jesus and God was answered?”

“Most definitely!” he responded.

“Mert, Gül, mom, do you all want to be a part of the body of Christ?”

“Of course,” they simultaneously replied while nodding their heads.

“I propose that we all agree, right here and now, that we will strive 
to love one another; that we will help and support one another in our 
spiritual walk,” Fatma said.

“Let’s seal our decision with prayer,” Mehmet said as he looked at 
Ece, Ekrem and Filiz.

“Okay,” they all agreed.

Call to commitment through prayer.

For further study read: Ephesians 4:1-6.

Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16)



BEREKET DAĞI'NDAN DÜŞÜNCELER

İncil’de imanın temel değerlerini oluşturan ve 
özetleyen iki klasik kabul edilebilecek metin var-
dır. Dağdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duası olarak bilinen 
bu metinlerin ikisi de Matta İncili’nin başlarında 
bulunur. “Sağ yanağına tokat atana sol yanağını 
da çevir,” “Düşmanlarınızı sevin, size zulmeden-
ler için dua edin” gibi sarsıcı ve dünyevi değerlere 
ve durumlara ters düşen öğretiler İsa Mesih tara-
fından Dağdaki Vaaz’da dile getirilmiştir.

Günlük hayatta, edebiyat eserlerinde, filmlerde 
sıkça karşımıza çıkan Dağdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in 
Duası,  Ellen G. White’in kaleme aldığı Bereket 
Dağı’ndan Düşünceler adlı bu kitapta detaylı bir 
şekilde açıklanıyor. Bu kitabı okuduktan sonra 
Dağdaki Vaaz ve Rabb’in Duası’nı anlamakla 
kalmayacak aynı zamanda Rabb’in Sözü’nü te-
mel değerlerini de kavramış olacaksınız.

SEVGİNİN ZAFERİ

	 Kötülüğün kaynağı, henüz çözüleme-
miş bir sırdır. Neden kötülük var? Nereden 
geliyor? Kötülüğün bir sonu olacak mı? 
Bunlar yanıtlanması gereken çok önemli 
sorulardır.
	 Büyük mücadele, görünen dünyayı, 
görünmeyen dünyadan ayıran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu dünyanın tüm sakinlerinin 
dahil olduğu doğaüstü savaşı gözler önüne 
ermektedir.
	 Kitap, uğrunda savaştıkları şey için çok 
önemli olan iki tarafın, iyinin ve kötünün 
arasında geçen evrensel savaşın nasıl başla-
dığından ve nasıl sonlandırılacağından bah-
setmektedir. Geçmişten, şimdiki zamandan 
ve gelecekten söz etmekte, çok dokunaklı 
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyarıyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitabı okurken, sanki Tanrı ile rö-
portaj yapıyormuş hissine kapılacaksınız.
	 Güzel olduğu kadar şok edici bir yolcu-
luğa çıkmaya hazırlanın. Okuduktan sonra 
artık aynı kişi olmayacaksınız.



RUHLAR DÜNYASINA YOLCULUK

�"Kabul et Morneau, kendi kendinin efendisi 
değilsin. Keşke öyle olsaydın, ama değilsin. Ruhlar 
sana bütünüyle sahipler ve bunu ne kadar çabuk kabul 
edersen o kadar iyi durumda olacaksın.” Roland hızla 
zemini adımlamaya, ellerini ovuşturmaya başladı. 
“Sana söyleyeceğim şeyi kadim bir dostumdan 
ziyade bir düşmana söylemeyi tercih ederdim.”

O esnada oda sıcak olmamasına rağmen çok fazla 
terliyordu. “Morneau, günlerin sayılı – seni efendiden 
uzaklaştırmaktan sorumlu olan o genç çiftin de öyle.

Benimle birlikte başrahibi görmeye gel. O, ruhların 
hoşnutluğunu yeniden kazanmanı sağlayacak ve her şey 
yoluna girecek. Böylece hiç kimse zarar görmeyecek.”

İşte Roger Morneau’nun satanizmin dehşet verici 
dünyasından ilahî müdahaleyle kurtuluşunun öyküsü.

KADINLAR İÇİN RAB'BİN VAATLERİ

Tutulmayan sözler ailelerin dağılmasına, evliliklerin 
yıkılmasına, arkadaşlıkların bitmesine ve hayatların 
mahvolmasına neden oluyor. Fakat insanlığın verdi-
ği sözleri tutamamalarının meydana getirdiği kargaşa 
içerisinde, sözünü kesin olarak tutan Biri var. Allah!

Bozulan bir ilişkinin, dostluğun, kariyerin, veya 
mahvolan bir yaşamın etkilerini hissediyorsanız, 
bu kitabı açın ve Allah’ın sizi sevdiğini, sizin için 
en iyiyi istediğini ve O’na güvenirseniz hayatı-
nızdaki bozulan şeyleri düzelteceğini hatırlayın.

YENİ GÖZLERLE GÖRMEK

	 Pek çok şeyi görebilmek için, kişinin gözleri açık 
olmalıdır. Fakat Allah ile öyle değil. Gözlerinizi çok 
fazla açarsanız ya da çok fazla yakından bakarsanız, 
O’nu gördüğünüzü düşünürken aslında O’nu gözden 
kaçırabilirsiniz. Pek çoğumuz tam da bu hatayı yapa-
rız. Allah’ı görmeyi umarak insanlara bakarız. Dinlere 
bakarız. Hatta aynaya bakarız. Kaçınılmaz olarak da ha-
yal kırıklığına uğrarız, zira İlahî Kişi’nin daha güzel bir 
resmini ummuştuk. Sayısız insan Allah’tan dönmüştür, 
çünkü O’nu bir kişide ya da bir toplulukta gördüklerini 
sanmışlar... ve açıkçası gördüklerinden hoşlanmamış-
lardır. Elinizde tuttuğunuz kitap Allah hakkındadır.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my 
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, 
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for 
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)

This study series is a continuation of the Fate Changer series 
and a product of Istiridye Medya.


