The Life Changer

Study Series

- The Scriptures a Safeguard -
- to Deceptions -

Your eternal life is too valuable to entrust to the opinions
of others. Sadly, millions of people refuse to even
investigate the Scriptures that will judge them. They ignore
the Bible that could set them free from condemnation and
give them assurance of salvation in Christ (Romans 8:1,
10:9). They say like the people in Israel in Jesus' day, "Have
any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?" They trust
their religious teachers
to tell the truth. But as
the Pharisees and rulers
were wrong so also many
teachers today are teaching
error.  Millions accept
these fatal deceptions and
will be lost.

Lesson 31
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"Why are you reading the New Testament? Don't you know that
it's been changed?' said Mustafa, Mehmet's acquaintance at the
restaurant.

""Lots of people say that. Why do you think so?'" replied Mehmet with
a raised eyebrow.

"The New Testament was given by God but now it doesn't agree with
the last and great revelation. Therefore it must have been changed."

""You sound pretty confident that you know what you are talking about.
Have you read the New Testament?"'

""Yes, I know all about it."

"I see,” Mehmet said. “Here is the New Testament. Can you show me
what verses you think were changed and when?"

"Well...no, but anything that disagrees with the last book has been
changed in the New Testament. God doesn't change the truth.”

Mehmet smiled when Mustafa couldn't show him anything about the
New Testament at all. "That is true,” Mehmet said, "God doesn't
change the truth. But I am afraid you have turned God's standard
around backwards."

"What do you mean?"

"You say that anything that disagrees with the Last Book has been
changed. But the Scriptures say that anything that is different from
the first book, that is the Old Testament is wrong. The first books are
the standard for the later books and not vice versa. Look here at what
the Bible says in Isaiah 8:20:

"To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according
to this word, it is because there is no light in them.'
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The word translated law is "torah’' which is the word used for the law
of God as given to the Israelites. If someone arises who speaks or
thinks contrary to the Old Testament they are wrong. Therefore God
made the first books the standard and test for all later books."

"Well they changed that verse to say that.”

"Really? How do you know? Do you read Hebrew and Greek? Are
you an expert in ancient writings? You are just repeating the words
that someone told you. Look, the sacred writtings were translated into
many languages and spread all over the world. If someone changed
one word it would be known by comparing it to all other manuscripts."’

""The last revelation is perfect, hasn’t changed and never will be. That
is why it was given, because the others were changed."

"If the Jews had changed the Old Testament, why did Jesus tell us
to read it? Why did He constantly quote from it? What is more, if the
Christians tried to change the Old Testament, the Jews who didn't
accept Jesus would have created a riot. It is not possible that the Old
Testament was changed. Besides in 1947 at Qumran they found Old
Testament manuscripts dating from about the third century BC to 70
AD. Except for spelling and other minor differences, it is the same
Bible as we have today. We know this."”

"Well the New Testament was changed," Mustafa retorted.

"You are speaking but you aren't listening. There are thousands of
New Testament manuscripts. Any variance in the writings is verifiable
by comparison with both the other Greek manuscripts and the
translations. Almost all the variations are either spelling or copyist
mistakes which are easily detectable. There is no change in essential
teaching or doctrine. The accusations you hear are baseless. You
should check it out for yourself and not trust others to think for you."

"The last revelation is the only one that hasn't been changed."
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"How do you know? What makes you so sure it hasn't been changed?
You are just repeating what various teachers have told you. Are you
going to trust your eternal life to their opinions?"

"We don't need to study the former books because they have been
changed.”

""Do you read your own book?'" Mehmet asked.

Mustafa raised his eyebrows, "I don't need to, besides it's not in my
language."

“Well, my friend, you need to study your own book a little more
closely. It recommends studying the former books. Furthermore, your
book doesn't say that the Bible was changed. It says that people would
arise and corrupt its teachings. We know that is true. The Bible itself
prophecies that false teachers would arise.”

"What makes you so sure that the New Testament hasn't been
changed?" Mustafa said with a growing tension in his voice.

"The New Testament authenticates itself with prophetic descriptions



4  The Life Changer Study Series | | | - . I

of world history and the future. As the Old and New Testaments’
have, without error, predicted the fall and rise of nations, so it is a
trustworthy source of all truth. No other book has described the future
with unerring accuracy. Although written by many authors over many
centuries the teachings all harmonize with each other perfectly. Only
God could do that. God gave His word and God preserved it. But you
can never know that if you don't take time to investigate it for yourself.
If you want, we can study the prophecies together and you can see for
yourself that the word is preserved."”

"Thanks," said Mustafa. "I don't need to look at them. I know the
truth." (To be Continued)

God has sent warnings to mankind so important that they are represented
as proclaimed by holy angels flying through the air. In the three angels'
message of Revelation 14:6-12 we see the danger of worshiping the

1 People use the terms Tevrat, Zebur, and Incil in different ways. Moses wrote only
the first five of 39 books of the Hebrew prophets. As mentioned in this document,
some people call all 39 books as Tevrat. Others call only the books written by Moses
Tevrat. In the second case, there remains no name to be used for the writings of other
Hebrew prophets. Zebur is the name given to the prophetic hymns written by David
and a few other people. Zebur is not generally seen as a separate book, but as one

of the other Hebrew prophetic writings. Christians call all 39 books of the Hebrew
prophets the Old Testament.

When most people in Turkey hear the word Incil, they think of four books de-
scribing Jesus’ life and ministry: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These four books
are often called the Gospels or Incil. Jesus did not write any of these books. Howev-
er, if you buy an Incil, you will notice that there are 27 books, not four. The 27 books
contain the prophetic writings of other people such as Paul, James, Peter and Jude.
Christians call these 27 books the New Testament.

There are two major editions in Turkish that include the prophetic writings of all
the Old and New Testaments: the Kitabi Mukaddes and Kutsal Kitap. The first one
calls the entire Old Testament as Tevrat, while the second calls the entire Old Testa-
ment as Tevrat and Zebur. Since the Kutsal Kitap translation is the most modern and
most used translation, when we say Tevrat, Zebur and Incil, we are talking about
all 39 Old Testament books and 27 New Testament books. In this lesson series, we

called this compilation the Bible.
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beast and his image. The Bible says, "The coming of the lawless one
is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying
wonders" (2 Thessalonians 2:9). These wonders will be so powerful they
will deceive all except those who know the Scriptures for themselves.
The Scriptures are our safeguard against deception.

QI. Can we understand the Scriptures by ourselves? Read
Psalm 119:18.

A.

We must pray diligently that the Holy Spirit would guide our thoughts
and understanding when reading the Scriptures. Jesus said He would
send the Holy Spirit - the Comforter: "He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you" (John 14:26).

Q2. If we really want to know the truth, what attitude must we
have when we study the Bible? Read John 7:17.

A.

We must be willing to perform the truth in our lives if we want God
to show us the truth. Anyone who will not obey will not receive
enlightenment from God.

@ Q3. What is the purpose of studying the prophecies of the
Bible? Read John 5:39 and 2 Peter 1:19.

A.

It may be interesting to know future events and other mysteries that
are contained in the Bible. However these prophecies have a goal and
that is so that Christ, the Day Star arises in our hearts. Without Christ,
knowledge is superficial and fading. Paul said that to win Christ was
everything (Philippians 3:8-10).

@ Q4. What admonition is given to every believer about studying the
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Bible? Read 2 Timothy 2:15.
A.

There is a right way to divide the word of truth and a wrong way. We
should make efforts to know the Scriptures.

@ Q5. How did Satan try to trick Jesus by wrongly "dividing" the
words of Scriptures"? Read Matthew 4:5, 6.

A.

Satan only quoted part of the verse and omitted the words, "to keep
you in all your ways" (Psalm 91:11, 12). Thus he misrepresented and
misapplied scripture. Knowing the Scriptures for ourselves is critically
important in the last days.

@ Q6. What warnings did Jesus give about false teachers? Read
Matthew 7:15-20, 24:11.

A.

Pastors and teachers are important in the learning process. But ultimately
we are each individually responsible for our own beliefs and behavior.
It is important that we know the truth for ourselves so that we are not
deceived.

@ Q7. Is every word in the Bible directly dictated to the prophet
by God? Read 2 Peter 1:20, 21; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Samuel 23:2;
Ezekiel 2:2 and 1 Corinthians 14:32.

A.

The prophetic revelation that brought about the Bible did not usually
happen through word for word communication. In most instances, the
Holy Spirit inspired the prophets with thoughts and the prophets wrote
the Scriptures in their own style. There are more than 40 authors of
the Scriptures, each having a different educational background and
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experience which is reflected in their ability of expression. This is
evident by examining their styles of writing. Nevertheless, the message
they gave was from God and thus the Bible is a production of the Holy
Spirit working through human agencies. Only the Ten Commandments
(Exodus 20:1-17) was directly God's choice of words to man. Even then,
God communicated in the language of men in terms that they could
understand.

Q8. Does God communicate to us in other ways besides the
Scriptures? Read Psalm 19:1 and Romans 1:20.

A.

God communicates to man through nature. Man can discern in the
awesome works of nature an intelligence and order much superior
to his own. Thus the Creator is revealed. But because sin entered the
world, the face of nature does not perfectly reveal the Creator. Thorns
and thistles and carnivorous animals were not a part of the original
creation. Therefore to rightly understand what nature tells us about God
and the cosmic conflict the world is involved in, the Scriptures must be
consulted.

God can also communicate to us through the Holy Spirit. Our minds
are enlightened and we see in circumstances around us the providence
of God. This is most keenly seen in the book of Esther. God's name
is never mentioned in the book but we see the outworking of divine
providence everywhere in the book.

@ Q0. In the last days what problem will arise among men
concerning the Scriptures? Read 2 Timothy 4:3.

A.

@ Q10. Why do people believe error? Read 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12.
A.
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We see that believing error is not always an intellectual problem. Many
people believe error because they do not love the truth and then fall
under Satanic influences.

Q11. How can the Scriptures protect us in the last days? Read
Psalm 119:11, 99, 104 and 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

A.

The great battle between Christ and Satan is one between righteousness
and evil. To avoid all sin and do what is good is to put yourself on
God's side. To know what is right and good requires that you study the
Scriptures. God will protect us from evil as we ally ourselves to Him.

"1 Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16) "%
“And then what happened?” Giil asked. Mehmet had just told the
Bible study group about his encounter with Mustafa in the restaurant.

“That’s it. That’s all that happened,” Mehmet explained.

“So he doesn’t want to study or read anything? It just stopped there?”
Giil continued.

“Unfortunately that is the reality for most people, Giil. They just don’t
want to make an effort. 1 guess they are comfortable that they already
know the truth and they don’t want to be disturbed.”

Giil added, “I suppose if the building were on fire they wouldn’t want
to be disturbed about that either.”

Everyone laughed at that remark but the appropriateness of the
analogy soon sunk in and the mood was serious again.

Mert broke the silence, “You know I am in school and learning is so
important to me right now, you know for my whole life. It is hard for
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me to grasp that people really don’t care enough to read.”
With that comment both Yusuf and Ece nodded their headin agreement.

Afife leaned forward and said, “I just want to say that I am thankful
for you all and our group and the opportunity to read God’s word. 1
love this promise from Psalm 119:105: ‘Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.’ It is especially important for me now that
Resat is not coming. It has been so hard without him here.” Afife’s last
words drown in tears.

Fatma caressed Afife’s shoulder as the other’s watched. Her mother
Tiirkan looked at her daughter and without further word began to

pray.

“Father in heaven. We do thank you for your word and we consecrate
ourselves now to you. We trust your word and with one voice we
acknowledge Christ as Savior and Lord. Please help us to remain
faithful. Please give grace to Afife and may your Holy Spirit be with
Resat so that he will return to faith in you. Give him courage to accept
and keep your Sabbath day regardless of the consequences. We don’t
forget Ekrem and Filiz and pray that you will deliver them from
darkness. Let them love the truth and let them not come under the
delusions of Satan so that they would believe a lie. In Jesus name we
pray. Amen.”

And everyone said, “Amen.”

Call to commitment through prayer.



SEVGININ ZAFERI

Koétiiliigiin kaynagi, heniiz ¢oziileme-
mis bir sirdir. Neden kotiiliik var? Nereden
geliyor? Kotiiliigiin bir sonu olacak mi?
Bunlar yanitlanmasi gereken ¢ok o&nemli
sorulardir.

Biiylik miicadele, goriinen diinyay,
goriinmeyen diinyadan ayiran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu diinyanm tiim sakinlerinin
dahil oldugu dogaiistii savast gozler dniine
ermektedir.

Kitap, ugrunda savastiklari sey i¢in gok
onemli olan iki tarafin, iyinin ve kdtiiniin
arasinda gegen evrensel savasin nasil basla-
digindan ve nasil sonlandirilacagindan bah-
setmektedir. Gegmisten, simdiki zamandan
ve gelecekten soz etmekte, cok dokunakli
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyartyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitab1 okurken, sanki Tanr1 ile r6-
portaj yaptyormus hissine kapilacaksiniz.

Giiizel oldugu kadar sok edici bir yolcu-
luga ¢ikmaya hazirlanin. Okuduktan sonra
artik ayni kisi olmayacaksiniz.

YENi GOZLERLE GORMEK

Pek cok seyi gorebilmek igin, kisinin YE“i Gﬁll““.i :

gozleri acik olmalidir. Fakat Allah ile dyle o :

degil. Gozlerinizi ¢ok fazla acarsaniz ya da G 0 n M EK
cok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz, O’nu gor- _
diigiiniizii diistintirken aslinda O’nu goz-
den kacirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da
bu hatay1 yapariz. Allah’t gérmeyi umarak
insanlara bakariz. Dinlere bakariz. Hatta
aynaya bakariz. Kacinilmaz olarak da hayal
kirikhigina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha
giizel bir resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan
Allah’tan donmiistiir, ¢linkii O’nu bir kiside
ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini sanmis- :
lar... ve agikgast gordiiklerinden hoslanma- TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERGEK GUZELLiGi

muglardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah TY GIBSON

hakkindadir.




EN ZENGIN MAGARA ADAMI

Milyoner bir baba ile gosteri diinyasinda galisan bir
annenin ogullart olan gen¢ Doug Batchelor, paranmin satin
alabilecegi her seye sahipti. Mutluluk hari¢ her seye. Uyus-
turucu kullandi, okulda kavgalar ¢ikardi ve intihar diistince-
siyle hayaller kurdu. Kendinden tiksinen ve hayatin hi¢bir
amaci olmadigina inanan Doug, yasayabilecegi tiim eglen-
ce ve heyecanlari yasamayi kafasina koydu.

Arayist sona ermeden 6nce daglarda bulunan bir ma-
gara, evi oldu. Babasinin sahip oldugu yata, jete ve hava-
yolu firmasma ragmen, Doug kendini ¢dp tenekelerinde
yiyecek ararken buldu.

Doug’un aradigi mutluluk stirekli kendisinden kagi-
yordu, ta ki bir “arayis¢1” dostun magarasinda biraktigi toz-
lu bir kitab1 bulup okuyana dek. Bundan sonra olanlar ancak
mugcize olarak agiklanabilir.
BINLERCESI KIRILACAK

Franz Hasel, 40 yasindaki bir pasifist, 6n cephelerde
kopriiler kuran Hitler’in seckin birligi 699. istihkim Bolii-
gtine atanmigtl. Dini inanci Ustleri tarafindan pek hos kar-
stlanmamusti. Kendisiyle “havug yiyen” ve “Incil okuyan”
diye alay edilmesine ragmen sonunda birliginin saygisini
kazanmust1.

Cevrelerindeki binlerce insan savasin dehsetine kurban
giderken onlar meleklerin kanatlar1 altindaydilar, hatta ba-
zen gergek anlamda. Bu, ne pahasina olursa olsun imanl
kalmay1 secen ve ytice Tanri’'nin golgesinde siginak bulan

aresiz bir ailenin yiirek paralayan gercek Sykiisiidiir. Nl ST
g yur p y g g y . siirdiirmeye ciiret eden”bir asker RQ&\%HLA
1

ve ailesinin nefes*ke®envoykiisii

ey 3 YETENEKLI ELLER
e » 4 Dr. Ben Carson, beyin cerrahisindeki umut olmayan
2 yere umut getiren yeniliklerle tiim diinyada taninmaktadir.
Yetenekli Eller’de, Detroit’in kenar mahallelerindeki ¢o-
cuklugundan baslayarak, otuz ii¢ yasinda Johns Hopkins
Saglik Kurumlari’nda pediatrik beyin cerrahisi sefligine
uzanan ilham verici macerasi anlatiliyor. Sizi, sayisiz hayat
kurtardigi ameliyathaneye gotiiren Ben Carson, goriiniirde
imkansiz olam basarmaya ¢alisan herkese 6rnek oluyor.
Etkileyici vaka tarihgeleriyle dolu olan bu goksatar ki-
~, tap, Ben Carson’un zorluklarin {istesinden gelme ¢abasimin
Ben Carson’i fykiisi, o, ve onu giiniimiiziin en biiyiik hayat kurtaricilarmdan biri
\-b \ yapan iman ile dehanin dramatik ve ayrintili dykiistinii an-
lattyor.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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