ife Ch

Study Series

Millennium

H

For many years there has been a lot of confusion about what
will happen when Jesus returns. Some people say that Jesus
will live on this earth and set up a kingdom. Some people say
that He will get married and have children. Others say that He
will only return in spirit and that we will finally live in peace.
No matter how logical these may sound or how they may follow
traditions passed down for generations, none of them are true.
According to the Bible, the events that follow Jesus’ second
coming are entirely different. In this lesson we will learn the truth
about Jesus' second coming and what happens before, during and
after a thousand year period called the millennium.

Lesson 32
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"I Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16) "%

Afife sat on the couch with her hands covering her face in an attempt
to hold back the tears. She was about to go to Fatma’s house for a
Bible study and once again Resat didn’t want to go.

“I just don’t understand why you won’t go,” she cried.
“I told you already, I just don’t want to go.”

“Honey, I know you are struggling with the health message and the
Sabbath. But that doesn’t mean you can’t attend the group,” Afife
pleaded.

“Look, I don’t want to go. I don’t know why you are making such a
big deal about this. Its not like I am standing in your way. If you want
to go, go! Just leave me alone,” Resat said.

Afife sat there dejected for a few seconds and then got up to leave.
She wiped the tears from her eyes, put on her coat, and walked out the
door. For the fourth week in a row she went to Fatma’s house alone.

When she walked into the house, everyone looked at her with the same
sorrow-filled eyes. They prayed and asked God to comfort her and
be with them during the study. They opened their Bibles and started
another study in the Life Changer series. (To be Continued)

Afife wasn't just sad about going to the meeting alone. She was thinking
about the eternal destiny of her husband. The resurrection from the
dead is a reality that will soon take place and it causes us to ask some
important questions:

*  Will everyone be resurrected? If so when?
* Will everyone be in heaven?

*  What will happen to the earth?
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*  Will the believers stay in heaven forever?
*  What will believers do in heaven?
*  What will happen to Satan?

*  Will we ever live on earth again?

Q1. According to Jesus, what will the righteous resurrect to? Read
John 5:28, 29.

A.

@ Q2. What will the unrighteous resurrect to?
A.

Jesus was very clear when He said that everyone would be resurrected.
The question is, will they all be resurrected at the same time?

Q3. When Jesus returns from heaven, what will happen to the
believers who had already died? Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17.

A.

@ Q4. What will happen to the believers who are alive?
A.

@ Q5. Where will we all meet Jesus?
A.

In these two short verses we learn that Jesus will visibly and audibly
come in the clouds with a loud shout, that the dead believers will be
resurrected, and that they will go together with the believers who are
still alive to meet Jesus in the air. There is no mention of Jesus touching
the ground, setting up an earthly kingdom, or engaging in dialogue with
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non-believers. If Jesus takes the believers to heaven, what will happen
to the non-believers?

@ Q6. What happens to the wicked and non-believers? Read
2 Thessalonians 1:6-10.

A.

When Jesus returns, the glory that the believers behold and rejoice in
will be a burning fire to the non-believers. In short, they will die. But
Jesus said that everyone would be resurrected. How can this be? Let’s
go to the book of Revelation to find out (Read Revelation 20:5).

We will continue the verses surrounding the verse we just read. But first
we must ask a question.

@ Q7. How many resurrections are there? One or two?

A.

Yes, according to the Bible there are two resurrections: one for the
righteous dead and one for the wicked. The first resurrection is the
reward of eternal life for the righteous dead. The second resurrection is
for the wicked to hear their sentencing. At that time they will see Jesus
in His glory and acknowledge that God’s law is just. Then they will
receive the consequence for their sins, eternal death. This punishment is
a consequence for their sin and refusal to accept God’s gift of salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ.

Q8. After Jesus returns and the righteous are taken to heaven, who
will remain dead?

A.

(2) Q9. How long will the wicked be dead?
A,
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In summary, when Jesus returns the wicked who are dead will remain
dead and the wicked who are alive will die. And they will stay dead for
1000 years. What about their leader, Satan? What will happen to him?

@ Q10. How long is Satan bound? Read Revelation 20:1-3.
A.

@ Q11. During the 1000 years what will he not be able to do?
A.

@ Q12. After 1000 years, what will happen to him?
A.

During the 1000 years that the wicked are dead, Satan will be imprisoned.
We must remember that the book of Revelation is filled with symbolism
and references to what previous prophets wrote. Therefore, we must
look for those references and the symbolic meaning of words. It is
interesting to note that the word used in Greek, the language in which
Revelation was written, to describe this bottomless pit is abussos. It
is actually the equivalent for the Hebrew word in Genesis 1:2 which
was translated as deep and described the world in its dark, undeveloped
stage. At the beginning of the 1000 years we are essentially seeing that
the earth will be like it was at the beginning, lifeless.

@ Q13. What will the world be like after Jesus takes the believers to
heaven? Read Jeremiah 4:23-26.

A.

@ Q14. Why won’t the wicked be mourned and buried? Read
Jeremiah 25:30-33.

A.
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The wicked won’t be mourned or buried because there won’t be anyone
to do it. A lifeless earth is a metaphorical prison for Satan because he is
confined in a place where he can’t do what he does best: lie, steal, cheat,
kill, and destroy. Now that we know what will happen to the wicked and
Satan, let’s see what God’s people will be doing.

Q15. What is the condition of those who experience the first
resurrection? Read Revelation 20:6.

A.

@ Q16. What will they be? How long will they reign with Jesus?
A.

The people of God will be happy and holy. They will be priests and reign
with Jesus for 1000 years. What will they be doing? Read Revelation
20:4.

A.

When Jesus was living and teaching on this earth 2000 years ago, He
told His disciples that God had given Him the authority to judge. In this
verse, we see that Jesus in turn gives His followers the same authority.
Paul actually mentioned the same event in his letter to the Corinthians.

@ Q17. Who will the righteous judge? Read 1 Corinthians 6:2, 3 and
Psalm 149:4-9.

A.

The righteous followers of Jesus will reign in heaven as priests and
judges. They will review the books of judgment and see that God’s
justice was true in every case. They will also bear witness to the justice
of God’s condemnation of sin and its source. Now the only thing left to
do is destroy the devil and all of his followers.
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@ QI18. After the 1000 years end, what will happen to Satan? Read
Revelation 20:7.

A.

After the 1000 years, Satan is released.

Q19. What does Satan do immediately after being released? Read
Revelation 20:8.

A.

That old serpent and fallen angel called the devil goes about deceiving
the nations. It is his last chance to fight against God and he is convinced
that he can win. This brings us to a very important point, if all the wicked
are dead who can he deceive? The answer is simple, the wicked come
back to life in the second resurrection.

Remember, the second resurrection is all about judgment. These people
will not have a second chance to repent and follow God. We all have one
life and it is during this life that we must each decide who we will follow
in the Great Controversy. Unfortunately, these people are brought back
to life for one purpose, to acknowledge God’s sovereignty and justness
and to pay the penalty for their sin. But for the believers, this is where
the future gets really exciting.

@ Q20. What did John see coming down from heaven? Read
Revelation 21:2.

A.

After 1000 years in heaven, the people of God return to earth with Jesus
in a beautiful city called New Jerusalem. It is inside New Jerusalem’s
protective walls that we will witness the final destruction of all that is
evil.
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Q21. What do Satan and his followers do? Read Revelation 20:9a
(first sentence only).

A.

Read Revelation 20:11-13.

In these verses, we are reading about the great judgment when the
wicked will be judged for their evil deeds and refusal to submit to God.
It is during the judgment that they will finally realize who God really is
and all that He had done for them. When the books of life and judgment
are opened, they will be able to see that they had every opportunity to
be in the New Jerusalem with the believers and that they lived lives of
selfishness and disobedience. It is during the judgment that everyone
will bow on their knees and confess that God is love in both justice and
truth (Isaiah 45:23, 24).

As a result of their sin, the wicked and their leader, Satan, will be
destroyed.

@ Q22. Is this an event that you want to experience? Read Revelation
20: 9b (second sentence,) 10, 14, 15.

A.

For Satan, the evil angels, and the wicked, this is the end. They will not
burn in hell and then be allowed to go to heaven. They will not burn in
hell forever. Hell is the experience of being burned up in the lake of fire
and then never existing again. Death itself is even destroyed. When this
is all over, God will do something amazing.

@ Q23. What will God make? Read Revelation 21:1, 3-5.
A.

God is going to make a new heaven and new earth! It is our inheritance
and we will live forever the way that God always wanted us to. There
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won’t be any tears, pain, sickness, or death. The entire earth will be like
the Garden of Eden and we will once again be a perfect people living on
a perfect earth in perfect communion with a perfect God. Just as Jesus
said, “the meek will inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5).

@ Q24. What prophecy of the Old Testament predicted this sequence
of events? Read Leviticus 23:34-36, 39-43.

A.

Do you remember in our lesson called ‘God’s Last Day People’ that the
spring and fall feasts of the Israelites were prophecies about the work of
Christ? The spring feasts found their fulfillment in events surrounding
Christ’s first coming. The fall feasts pointed to events at the end of
time including the announcement of the Day of Judgment in 1844.
In the tabernacle service another event on the Day of Atonement had
predictive meaning. Every 50 years at the end of the Day of Atonement,
a trumpet was blown announcing the year of jubilee when all slaves in
Israel were set free and all debts were canceled. When Jesus comes, the
trumpet shall sound and all those who are Christ’s will be set free from
the slavery of death and inherit eternal life.

Yet one feast remained in the Jewish religious calendar. It was called
the Feast of Tabernacles and also called the feast of harvest. It not only
celebrated the time when the Israelites wandered in the desert forty years,
but it also predicted a future event. After Jesus comes and raises the
dead (Jubilee trumpet call of the Day of Atonement) we go to live with
Jesus and God for 1000 years in heaven. But that is not our permanent
home. We will be living in heaven in “booths” or “tabernacles” so to
speak. After the 1000 years are finished we will live on this earth.

The feast was also called the Feast of Harvest because it was celebrated
after the harvest of grain. Do you remember that the gathering of
God’s people is compared to “firstfruits” and “harvest” (James 1:18; 1
Corinthians 15:23)? When Jesus comes, we are the harvest! But what
happens to the weeds in the field? They are gathered in bundles to be
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burned. Jesus said, “'Let both grow together until the harvest, and at the
time of harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather together the tares
and bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my
barn" (Matthew 13:30).

1" Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16) "%

When the study was finished, Afife started crying. Fatma looked at her
daughter, and Giil knew immediately what she wanted. She got up and
ran to the kitchen bringing back a cup of water.

“Here drink some water auntie,” Giil insisted.

“Thanks sweety,” Afife said after taking a few sips. “I’m sorry. I cried
last time and I am crying this time. I am messing up the group. All 1
can think of when I read these things is Resat.”

“Don’t talk like that. We know that it has been hard,” Mehmet consoled
her. “I wish my wife would come to the group.”

“I wish she would too, Mehmet. But I think Resat’s not coming is a bit
different. I mean he knows the truth about the Bible, God, and Jesus.
Now, after doing this study, I can’t bear to think of him not being
in heaven. I know he believes in Jesus, but he is actually choosing
his friends, alcohol, unclean foods, and working on the Sabbath over
Jesus. Jesus said that if we love the world more than Him we won’t
have eternal life. Is it really possible, that I could be in the city of God
and he could be on the outside? I don’t want him to burn up!” Afife
proclaimed as she started crying again.

“Calm down my love,” Fatma said as she hugged Afife. “We will solve
this together. None of us want to have any part in the final judgment
of non-believers. Let’s pray for wisdom and guidance.”

The group all knelt down and began to pray. As they poured out their
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hearts to the Lord, a peace came over them. They knew God had heard
their prayers and that He would intervene.

“I want to go speak to Resat,” Mehmet said. “I know he will make the
right choice. He just needed some time to think things over.”

“I too think he will return to the group,” Fatma reassured everyone.
“I want to come Mehmet. He is my cousin.”

“It would make this a lot easier.”

“So it is decided, let’s follow Afife home tonight and visit with Resat,”
Fatma said.

Everyone slowly made their way to the door and before long Fatma,
Mehmet, and Afife were at Afife’s apartment building. When Resat
opened the door, he was surprised to see Mehmet and Fatma with his
wife.

“Oh, I wasn’t expecting you all at this hour. Please come in,” Resat
politely said.

“Thank you, Resat,” Mehmet replied.

It was already late and Mehmet and Fatma would still need to return
home, so after sitting down, they got straight to the point.

“Resat, we need to talk to you. Resat, you know that we all love you.
You also know that God loves you and that Jesus died the second death
so that you won’t have to,” Mehmet said.

“Yes, I know all of that. Where are you going with this?”’

“Resat, we want you to come back to the group. More importantly, we
want you to listen to what Jesus is telling you.”

“Well I appreciate your concern, but I don’t want to attend the group
anymore. I am comfortable with how far I have come and I don’t
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think health or the Sabbath has anything do with my salvation.”

“Honey, do you remember what Jesus said about gaining the world
and losing your soul? Do you remember what Jesus said about keeping
His commandments?” Afife asked.

“Of course, I remember!” Resat responded.

“Well, I don’t want to gain the world nor lose my soul. I want the
gift of eternal life and that means that I need to listen to Jesus. 1
need to keep His commandments about food, drink, the Sabbath, and
anything else He shows me. Do you even know what we studied about
tonight?” Afife asked.

“No, I don’t.” Resat answered.

“We learned what will happen when Jesus returns. We learned about
the destruction of evil, sin, Satan, and non-believers. We learned that
we will spend 1000 years in heaven with Christ and then return to
the earth in the city of God. We learned that the wicked, the ones who
didn’t listen to God, will try to destroy the believers and that fire will
come down from heaven and destroy them. Resat, I want you to be in
the city with me. Right now, I am afraid you won’t be!” Afife said and
started to sob.

“Resat,” Fatma said, “In the new heaven and the new earth there won’t
be anyone disobeying the Lord. There won’t be some people off in the
corner of the universe somewhere doing their own thing. It is all or
nothing. Those who inherit eternal life are the ones who conform to the
principles of God’s kingdom here on this earth. The time of decision is
here, it is now. When we reject the principles of God’s kingdom here,
we reject His kingdom forever. Have I made myself understood?”

Resat just stood there in shock, not knowing what to say. Up until this
point, he had considered the health message and Sabbath to be simply
a suggestion or recommendation. He had said to himself, “A man has
to feed his family. God will understand.”
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But now, he saw that the issues ran much deeper. Was he really willing
to trade eternal life for a finite amount of years on earth? Did he
really want to gain the world and lose his soul? It was as if he woke
from a deep slumber. He was actually seeing everything much clearer
and felt like the apostle Paul when the scales had fallen from his eyes.
But he was also scared. He felt torn apart inside and his reaction was
explosive.

“It’s not just food,” Resat bellowed as he jumped from his seat. He
began to wave his arms wildly. “That is one thing. But it is my whole
life! I talked to my boss about Sabbath. No way! I will lose my job.”

You don’t understand! Mehmet, you are retired. No problem! Fatma,
you have your own store. O.K! What am I going to do? Where is a
middle aged man going to find a new job in this market where he
doesn’t have to work on Sabbath? Where? You tell me!” Resat was
nearly screaming now.

“I have two kids in school. I have a nice house and a job. I will lose
everything. What will you all do? Will you pay my rent? Will you send
my kids to a nice school? Then what will I be? I will be a shame, that
is what I will be! I will be a shame!”

Suddenly Resat’s rage turned and he became quiet, running his hands
through his hair. He fell back onto the couch next to Afife and said,
“I want to be saved!”

No one could speak at all. Afife was crying and she just hugged her
husband. Minutes passed but they felt like hours.

“l am sorry for what I have put you through Afife,” Resat said
remorsefully. “But I am a man and there are certain things I have to
do. I have to provide for you.”

Afife blew her nose in a tissue and said, “Honey, I don’t care if we
struggle in this world. If we keep God’s commandments and we suffer
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for it, I am willing to pay that price. But I will never be ashamed of
you. Never. I want to spend eternity with you.”

“What about the kids? They will be ashamed of their dad. What will
I say to them if I can’t provide the same living standard as before?”

Fatma interjected, “They will be proud of their father for being a man
of principle. Besides, God may bless you with work because of your
faithfulness. From a human standpoint it seems like it will go bad, but
with God, all things are possible. You don’t know that it will go bad.”

Everyone sat quietly looking at Resat. A long time passed again.
“Will you really be with me on this Afife?” Resat said meekly.
“We will be in it together! Forever!”

“O.K. I will try it again,” Resat said quietly.

Q25. Do you want to be behind the walls of New Jerusalem when
sin is judged? Do you want to be on the new earth living with Jesus
forever?

A.

Call to commitment through prayer.
For further study read:

Revelation 19:11-21; Daniel 7:21, 22; 2 Peter 3:11-13 ; Malachi 4:3.



SEVGININ ZAFERI

Koétiiliigiin kaynagi, heniiz ¢oziileme-
mis bir sirdir. Neden kotiiliik var? Nereden
geliyor? Kotiiliigiin bir sonu olacak mi?
Bunlar yanitlanmasi gereken ¢ok o&nemli
sorulardir.

Biiylik miicadele, goriinen diinyay,
goriinmeyen diinyadan ayiran perdeyi ara-
lamakta ve bu diinyanm tiim sakinlerinin
dahil oldugu dogaiistii savast gozler dniine
ermektedir.

Kitap, ugrunda savastiklari sey i¢in gok
onemli olan iki tarafin, iyinin ve kdtiiniin
arasinda gegen evrensel savasin nasil basla-
digindan ve nasil sonlandirilacagindan bah-
setmektedir. Gegmisten, simdiki zamandan
ve gelecekten soz etmekte, cok dokunakli
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyartyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitab1 okurken, sanki Tanr1 ile r6-
portaj yaptyormus hissine kapilacaksiniz.

Giiizel oldugu kadar sok edici bir yolcu-
luga ¢ikmaya hazirlanin. Okuduktan sonra
artik ayni kisi olmayacaksiniz.

YENi GOZLERLE GORMEK

Pek cok seyi gorebilmek igin, kisinin YE“i Gﬁll““.i :

gozleri acik olmalidir. Fakat Allah ile dyle o :

degil. Gozlerinizi ¢ok fazla acarsaniz ya da G 0 n M EK
cok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz, O’nu gor- _
diigiiniizii diistintirken aslinda O’nu goz-
den kacirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da
bu hatay1 yapariz. Allah’t gérmeyi umarak
insanlara bakariz. Dinlere bakariz. Hatta
aynaya bakariz. Kacinilmaz olarak da hayal
kirikhigina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha
giizel bir resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan
Allah’tan donmiistiir, ¢linkii O’nu bir kiside
ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini sanmis- :
lar... ve agikgast gordiiklerinden hoslanma- TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERGEK GUZELLiGi

muglardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah TY GIBSON

hakkindadir.




EN ZENGIN MAGARA ADAMI

Milyoner bir baba ile gosteri diinyasinda galisan bir
annenin ogullart olan gen¢ Doug Batchelor, paranmin satin
alabilecegi her seye sahipti. Mutluluk hari¢ her seye. Uyus-
turucu kullandi, okulda kavgalar ¢ikardi ve intihar diistince-
siyle hayaller kurdu. Kendinden tiksinen ve hayatin hi¢bir
amaci olmadigina inanan Doug, yasayabilecegi tiim eglen-
ce ve heyecanlari yasamayi kafasina koydu.

Arayist sona ermeden 6nce daglarda bulunan bir ma-
gara, evi oldu. Babasinin sahip oldugu yata, jete ve hava-
yolu firmasma ragmen, Doug kendini ¢dp tenekelerinde
yiyecek ararken buldu.

Doug’un aradigi mutluluk stirekli kendisinden kagi-
yordu, ta ki bir “arayis¢1” dostun magarasinda biraktigi toz-
lu bir kitab1 bulup okuyana dek. Bundan sonra olanlar ancak
mugcize olarak agiklanabilir.
BINLERCESI KIRILACAK

Franz Hasel, 40 yasindaki bir pasifist, 6n cephelerde
kopriiler kuran Hitler’in seckin birligi 699. istihkim Bolii-
gtine atanmigtl. Dini inanci Ustleri tarafindan pek hos kar-
stlanmamusti. Kendisiyle “havug yiyen” ve “Incil okuyan”
diye alay edilmesine ragmen sonunda birliginin saygisini
kazanmust1.

Cevrelerindeki binlerce insan savasin dehsetine kurban
giderken onlar meleklerin kanatlar1 altindaydilar, hatta ba-
zen gergek anlamda. Bu, ne pahasina olursa olsun imanl
kalmay1 secen ve ytice Tanri’'nin golgesinde siginak bulan

aresiz bir ailenin yiirek paralayan gercek Sykiisiidiir. Nl ST
g yur p y g g y . siirdiirmeye ciiret eden”bir asker RQ&\%HLA
1

ve ailesinin nefes*ke®envoykiisii

ey 3 YETENEKLI ELLER
e » 4 Dr. Ben Carson, beyin cerrahisindeki umut olmayan
2 yere umut getiren yeniliklerle tiim diinyada taninmaktadir.
Yetenekli Eller’de, Detroit’in kenar mahallelerindeki ¢o-
cuklugundan baslayarak, otuz ii¢ yasinda Johns Hopkins
Saglik Kurumlari’nda pediatrik beyin cerrahisi sefligine
uzanan ilham verici macerasi anlatiliyor. Sizi, sayisiz hayat
kurtardigi ameliyathaneye gotiiren Ben Carson, goriiniirde
imkansiz olam basarmaya ¢alisan herkese 6rnek oluyor.
Etkileyici vaka tarihgeleriyle dolu olan bu goksatar ki-
~, tap, Ben Carson’un zorluklarin {istesinden gelme ¢abasimin
Ben Carson’i fykiisi, o, ve onu giiniimiiziin en biiyiik hayat kurtaricilarmdan biri
\-b \ yapan iman ile dehanin dramatik ve ayrintili dykiistinii an-
lattyor.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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