Life Chan

Study Series

A Call to Baptism

n the Life Changer lessons you spent a lot of time with the
Bible. Perhaps you learned many things you didn't know
before. You spent a lot of time with Fatma and her family and
friends. You read about their struggles with life and faith. But
most importantly, you surely spent time in prayer asking God
to give you the Holy Spirit and to direct you in this life. In

our last lesson we saw that there
i1s much more to learn about the
Bible. Indeed you can spend your
whole life learning more about
God as revealed in the Bible. But
there also comes a time when we
need to make a lasting decision
about what we have learned. In
this last lesson we will look at
what Fatma and others decided
to do. We will look at how they |
responded to the most important
questions of life.

Lesson 35
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TL Shining Stars Series (Philippians 2:14-16) "5

The wind gently pushed Fatma’s wavy brown hair off her forehead and
cheeks as she stared out over the bay. She hardly noticed the regular
lap of the waves on the beach that together with the wind drowned out
all sounds of the traffic and vacation village not far away. The mid-
afternoon September sun was warm but not hot. It was a perfect day
for a baptism.

Fatma’s almond eyes were upon the sea but her thoughts were drifting
back in time to when she had lost her husband suddenly of a heart
attack. It seemed that her whole world had come to an end. Yet how
different was the picture now! Out of that tragedy and death came a
new life for Fatma. Had her husband not died would she have been
receptive to the Fate Changer lessons that Sevim had suggested to
her?

Would she have tried to find the meaning of her life and sought God
with her whole heart? “Lord,” Fatma prayed, “the only thing waiting
for me was eternal death and you changed my fate. But you didn’t
stop there. Through your Holy Spirit you changed my life. I have new
purposes and new hopes and dreams. I have a new reason for living.
Thank you, Lord, for what you did in my life.”

She heard the voice of Giil over the wind and waves as her daughter
called to her older brother. They were getting into their bathing suits
in the changing booths at the entrance to the beach. School had
started and the tourists were gone. Only the church members and
their friends would be here to see the baptisms. “Thank you, Lord,”
Fatma prayed again, “that my children are in the faith. And my mom.
I am blessed above measure. And if you hadn’t sent Mehmet to be a
part of our group, where would we be? He contributed so much. Oh!
how he must wish that his wife were here to see his baptism and be
accepting of it.”

Resat and Afife’s children Orhan and Gokhan drew Fatma’s attention
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as they waded into the sea a little bit and gotten their pants wet. Their
mother and father had suffered a lot to become believers. Their
financial picture was more difficult now but they were strengthened
in their faith as they saw God meeting their needs day by day. Fatma
remembered the night that Resat had broken down and given his heart
to Christ. What an amazing deliverance that was! Fatma thought
of the positive life changes that she was seeing in Afife. Once over-
protective of her children and critical and selfish, Afife had softened
and become relaxed, easy going and self-sacrificing.

Fatma reflected on how Ekrem and Filiz had shown so much
spiritual interest and were learning from the Scriptures and putting
away fortune-telling. Everyone witnessed in answer to prayer the
miraculous healing of Ekrem after the car accident. After the accident
Filiz and Ekrem had a remarkable revival in their marriage and they
were closer to each other than ever before. How could they have made
so much spiritual advancement and then turned suddenly and gone
back to spiritualism? It just seemed crazy. But Fatma’s hopes were
high and she continued in prayer for them. Each person in the group
had different spiritual challenges and according to the choices they
made there were different outcomes. Ece had been involved in fortune
telling yet she came out of that and didn’t return.

Fatma turned and saw Mert and Giil with their baptismal robes on
over their bathing suites. They were looking at their mother as if to
say, “Well, how do you like our new outfits?” As the owner of two
clothing stores she knew just what to say. “Perfect!”

The appearance of Giil and Mert in their robes reminded Fatma that
she herself needed to get ready. She made her way to the changing
booth hurriedly even as Pastor Hayati began to gather the people
together in one place. They had met for church as usual and after an
unusually short fellowship dinner they had come to the beach in their
various cars. The members and visitors were still gathering when
Fatma joined them. She found her mom and held her hand as they
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stood and listened to Pastor Hayati speak.

“This day has finally come. I know that you have looked forward to
this day with great anticipation. I also am thrilled more than I can
possibly express with words.”

“Baptism is special and full of meaning. The first thing I want to
share with you is that Jesus said we must be baptized. Jesus said to
Nicodemus, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.’ I have met with
each one of you to inquire about your knowledge of our faith. We
reviewed the fundamental beliefs of our faith together to make sure
you understood what it means to be a Seventh-day Adventist. And
today at the church you made the baptismal vow that is written on
your baptism certificates. It is proper that you understand what you
are doing.”

“More importantly, I inquired about your religious experience. Have
you been baptized by the Holy Spirit? Is Jesus real to you, is He
changing your life? Is Jesus the focus of your life? Do you speak with
Him daily in prayer? Do you read the word of God every day? Do you
have new goals, new aspirations?”

“These are very important because baptism is the outward expression
of the inward experience. Today, I will lower you into the sea which
represents your old life being buried forever. Your sins are buried with
the old person. Then I will raise you out of the water symbolizing that
you are raised up again to a new life. You are a new creature. Old
things are passed away and all things are new.”

“As a new person in Christ, His Holy Spirit is in you and you are
spiritually connected with Him. His death counts for your death to
sin and His resurrection is your assurance that He will raise you to
eternal life. This is the confidence that we have. This sets our faith
apart from different religions and ideas. We have hope, not based on
our performance, but rather on the performance of the sinless Christ.
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We have the knowledge that Jesus was raised from the dead and that
if we remain spiritually connected to Him, we also will be raised from
the dead at the last day.”

“Baptism is not the end of your religious experience, it is not the final
exam. You are just beginning. You will continue to learn of the love
of God and Christ all of your life. As you focus your life on Jesus you
will become more and more like Him. You are being changed into the
image of Christ.”

“Sevim, I know that this is a special day for you. I see your face shining
over there. Sevim shared her faith with one person and that one
person has now brought a whole group to Christ. Sevim, you sowed a
seed and God watered it and today is a great harvest. Now all of you,
Fatma, Tiirkan, Giil, Mert, Mehmet, Yusuf and Ece, Resat and Afife,
you are all commissioned with your baptism to do what Sevim did,
share your faith with others. That is what we live for, to save others.”

“Let’s pray. Father God, I thank you for what we are witnessing here
today. These precious people are the purchase of the blood of Your
Son. You have drawn them to Yourself and they are Yours. Keep them
safe Lord because as Jesus said, they are as sheep among wolves. Give
them strength to remain faithful when persecuted. Give them boldness
to proclaim your name to unbelievers. Give them hope every day and
let Jesus shine in them. Let them have the inner peace and joy that
only You can supply. May Your Holy Spirit be in them always. Let
Your angels protect them physically from the attacks of Satan. Thank
You Lord. I pray in Jesus name. Amen”

After the prayer, they sang a hymn together and then Pastor Hayati
led Ece and Yusuf out some distance from the shore. He led Ece to his
right side and held his left arm out in front of her. She reached her
hands out and held firmly to Pastor Hayati’s arm. Hayati then raised
his right arm high into the air and said, “Ece, your fate has been
changed from death to life by Jesus Christ. Your life has been changed
by the Holy Spirit. You are no longer a slave to fortune telling. You
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are set free by the power of Jesus Christ. Ece, as a demonstration of
the change in you, because you love Jesus with all your heart and all
your soul and all your strength, I now baptize you in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” With those words Hayati’s right
hand came down to her back between the shoulders and he lowered
her backwards until she was completely under the water. Just as
suddenly as she went under Hayati lifted her back up.

Ece’s hands immediately went to wipe the water from her face and as
her hands moved away everyone could see her beaming smile. The
whole crowd cried out, “Amen!”

One by one Pastor Hayati baptized the group. He baptized Fatma last.
They gathered again at the shore and sang a hymn together. Then
Hayati addressed the entire crowd again.

“You have witnessed a great blessing from God today. I know that the
Holy Spirit is speaking to some of you who are hearing my voice right
now and asking you, “What are you waiting for? You want eternal
life. You want assurance of salvation. You know that you have broken
your own promises to God in the past. You know that you cannot clean
yourself of the shame of sin. Why don’t you accept Christ as your
Saviour and Lord and be saved to eternal life? Why don’t you give
your life to God right now as I pray?”

“Our exalted God in heaven. Thank you for each one of these precious

people who were baptized today. We commit our lives to being a family
to them and helping them grow in faith and in serving you. For those
who have not yet made their commitment to Christ, I pray that your
Spirit would be speaking clearly to them right now and that they will
understand that it is you who is speaking to them, calling them to
yourself. I pray that they will hear your voice and say, ‘Yes’ to eternal
life. In Jesus name I pray, Amen.”

They sang a hymn and then embraced one another. There was a smile
on every face except one. Giilsiin stood to one side waiting patiently
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as one after another the people spoke to the pastor. Fatma noticed
Giilsiin was wearing a serious face and she approached her.

“Giilsiin, are you O.K.?” she asked.

“Fatma, congratulations! That was so beautiful! I am so happy for
you!”

“There’s that smile,” Fatma said, “I was afraid something was the
g
matter.”

“I need to talk to the pastor,” Giilsiin said.

Just then the pastor finished his conversation and turned to Giilsiin.
“Giilsiin, I understood that you are wanting to talk to me.”

“Yes, pastor,” she said, “I want to be baptized.”

Fatma burst into a huge smile and embraced Giilsiin. “Oh, I am so
happy.” As Fatma pulled away from her embrace she noticed the
serious look again on Giilsiin’s face.”

Giilsiin said, “I know that cigarettes have been a problem but I am
committed to quit. Pray for me. But I do want to be baptized, I do want
t0.”

Hayati put his hand on Giilsiin’s arm and said, “And you will be
Giilsiin. You will be. God will give you the victory through Christ
Jesus.”

How about you dear reader? You have a clear understanding of the
great controversy between Christ and Satan. You have read the plan
of salvation and how Christ died for our sins and was raised from the
dead for our guarantee of eternal life. You have seen the truthfulness of
every word of Scripture confirmed by prophecies. What remains? What
remains is a decision and commitment. Won’t you make that commitment



right now? Won’t you call the elder of the church and tell him that
you want to be baptized? Won’t you do that right now? You will never
regret that decision.

Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is unto you, and
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call. That you may become blameless and harmless,
children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.” Acts 2:38,
39; Philippians 2:14-16.

Call to commitment through prayer.



Notlar



SEVGININ ZAFERI

Koétiiliigiin kaynagi, heniiz ¢oziileme-

mis bir sirdir. Neden kotiiliik var? Nereden

gt geliyor? Kotiiliiglin bir sonu olacak mi?
S//L’I u/ o Bunlar yanitlanmasi gereken ¢ok &nemli

E sorulardr.
QI n 1 n Biiylik miicadele, goriinen diinyay,

, goriinmeyen diinyadan ayiran perdeyi ara-
Za rl E lamakta ve bu diinyanm tiim sakinlerinin

: dahil oldugu dogaiistii savast gozler dniine
ermektedir.

Kitap, ugrunda savastiklari sey i¢in gok
o6nemli olan iki tarafin, iyinin ve kdtiiniin
arasinda gegen evrensel savasin nasil basla-
digindan ve nasil sonlandirilacagindan bah-
setmektedir. Gegmisten, simdiki zamandan
ve gelecekten soz etmekte, ¢cok dokunakli
bir ricayla ve ciddi bir uyartyla sona ermek-
tedir. Bu kitab1 okurken, sanki Tanr1 ile r6-
portaj yaptyormus hissine kapilacaksiniz.

Giizel oldugu kadar sok edici bir yolcu-
luga ¢ikmaya hazirlanin. Okuduktan sonra
artik ayni kisi olmayacaksiniz.

YENi GOZLERLE GORMEK

Pek cok seyi gorebilmek igin, kisinin YE“i Gﬁll““.i :

gozleri acik olmalidir. Fakat Allah ile dyle o :

degil. Gozlerinizi ¢ok fazla acarsaniz ya da G 0 n M EK
cok fazla yakindan bakarsaniz, O’nu gor- _
diigiiniizii diistintirken aslinda O’nu goz-
den kacirabilirsiniz. Pek ¢ogumuz tam da
bu hatay1 yapariz. Allah’1t gérmeyi umarak
insanlara bakariz. Dinlere bakariz. Hatta
aynaya bakariz. Kacinilmaz olarak da hayal
kirikhigina ugrariz, zira ilahi Kisi’nin daha
giizel bir resmini ummustuk. Sayisiz insan
Allah’tan donmiistiir, ¢linkii O’nu bir kiside
ya da bir toplulukta gordiiklerini sanmis- :
lar... ve agik¢asi gordiiklerinden hoslanma- TANRI'NIN KARAKTERININ GERGEK GUZELLIG

muslardir. Elinizde tuttugunuz kitap Allah TY GIBSON

hakkindadir.
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Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my
joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord,
of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for
the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Ch-
rist Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5)
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This study series is a continuation of the Fate Changer series
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